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WCHA Initiative
The WCDPS Outreach Team has collaborated with the Westmoreland County Housing
Authority (WCHA) to provide emergency preparedness presentations for residents at the
20 high rise facilities across the county. The presentations have provided residents with
the resources and tools they need to be prepared in the event of an emergency or
disaster. We have been joined in this initiative by local first responder agencies and
Local Emergency Management Coordinators from the respective municipalities.

WESTMORELAND COUNTY

SWIFT WATER RESCUE
STEERING COMMITTEE

In 2019 the Westmoreland County Swift Water Rescue Steering
Committee was created to develop a Swift Water Rescue Operations
plan for county-wide events. Since the first meeting, membership has
grown and relationships have been fostered between the Swift Water
Rescue Teams throughout the region. The committee brings members
of fire departments, EMS agencies and public safety together to
accomplish the goal of having a SWRT response close to any incident
during a county-wide event.

SWRT Committee Accomplishments:
·Development of the Swift Water Rescue Operations Plan.
·Quarterly meetings are held discussing training, incidents, and
certification of teams.

·Familiarization of equipment between agencies and departments.

On August 14, 2020, the committee held its first tabletop
exercise to test the creation of the Swift Water Rescue Plan
with (25) participants from (8) different agencies.

The Swift Water Readiness full-scale exercise was held on May
01, 2021. The 3-hour exercise was held at 9 different locations
simultaneously in Westmoreland County. The Westmoreland

If your agency would like to be
involved in the Swift Water Rescue
Steering Committee, please contact
9-1-1 Operations Chief Good
Email: egood@co.westmoreland.pa.us

The Department of Public Safety would like
to thank the following Swift Water Rescue
Teams for being involved in the committee:
Collinsburg Volunteer Fire Company SWRT
City of Greensburg Fire Department SWRT and
Public Safety Dive Team
Fort Allen Volunteer Fire Department SWRT

County EOC was activated to coordinate the response of the
Swift Water Rescue Teams operating throughout the exercise.

On September 01, 2021, the remnants of Hurricane/Tropical
Storm IDA were predicted to hit Westmoreland County. During
the event, the Westmoreland County EOC and the Swift Water
Rescue Operations Plan were activated. Swift Water Rescue

Lower Kiski EMS SWRT and Public Safety Dive
Team
Murrysville Medic One SWRT and Public Safety
Dive Team
North Huntington EMS/Rescue SWRT Team 214

teams were on stand-by throughout the County to respond
immediately to a flooding or swift water rescue emergency.

Penn Township Ambulance SWRT

Since early 2020, the Swift Water Rescue Dive teams in the

Scottdale Volunteer Fire Department SWRT

committee have responded to incidents not only in
Westmoreland County, but Fayette County, Somerset County
and even outside of the Commonwealth for an incident on the

Sutersville Volunteer Fire Department SWRT
Westmoreland County SWRT Team 175

Ohio/West Virginia border.

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission

Region 13-Ice Rescue Exercise
February 12, 2022

On Saturday, February 12, 2022 North Huntingdon EMS hosted a
Southwestern PA Emergency Response Group Region 13 Swift Water
Rescue Team Exercise focused on ice rescue techniques. There were 17
teams with 112 participants that took part in the 5 different skills stations
set up across Indian Lake Park located in North Huntingdon Twp.,
Westmoreland County.

Westmoreland County D.P.S. and North Huntingdon EMA were on-site to
provide coordination and documentation of the exercise and to facilitate
interoperable communications between Westmoreland and Allegheny
County radio systems. The Salvation Army was on-site providing a canteen
station for all participants, and Dr. Sandra Lopez from AHN gave a cold
weather education session on frostbite and hypothermia.

This full-scale exercise allowed the
agencies involved to test their
capabilities and work synchronously
to simulate field response tactics
and emergency operations center
(EOC) functions in the event of a
real emergency.

Thank you to all the participants who
helped to make the Ice Escapades
exercise a success!

Use the QR code below to view
WTAE's Action 4 News Coverage
of the exercise:

With Honor, We Remember

Photo Credit: Post-Gazette.com

Gerald D. Lucia

Born on July 7, 1945, in Scottdale Pennsylvania. He was the
son of the late Patrick & Mary Costabile Lucia. He is survived
by his wife, Diana, and his children Jerry and Nicole, as well
as other extended family.

Jerry was known as "Mr. Mount Pleasant." You name it, he did
it. He dedicated his life to serving the Mount Pleasant
community, as well as being an irreplaceable asset to
Westmoreland County. His involvement and accomplishments
were unmatched, and overly appreciated.

Thank you to the many first responder agencies who came
together to give Jerry a proper final send-off.

Mt. Pleasant Mayor for 36 consecutive years, being named
Pennsylvania State Mayor of the Year in 2016.
Mt. Pleasant Volunteer Fire Department for 46 years, serving as Fire
Chief for the last 31 years.
Local Emergency Management Coordinator to Mt. Pleasant for 31
years.
Volunteer at the Mt. Pleasant Food Bank.
Past Board Member & Current Member of the Frick Foundation Board.
Past Board Member of the YMCA.
Past President of the Westmoreland County Fire Chief's Association.
Past President of the Westmoreland County Boroughs Association.
Co-Founder/Co-Chairman of the Mt. Pleasant Glass and Ethnic
Festival.
Photo Credit: TribLive.com

Chairman of the Annual Fireman's Fair
Coordinator for the Mt. Pleasant Borough Christmas Lights Installation.
Named Mt. Pleasant Citizen of the Year in 2006.

“A leader by example, with a God-given talent for establishing strong trusted relationships.
Jerry served as a mentor to us all.”
- Bud Mertz, Director
WCDPS

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Clayton Murphy
911 Shift Supervisor

In 1989, Clayton started as a full-time Telecommunication's
Officer after working part-time for one year. He worked a little
over 5 years as a Telecommunications Officer (TCO) before
being promoted to 911 Shift Supervisor. Clayton is one of the
few members of our team who started with Public Safety when
the 9-1-1 Center was in the basement of the Courthouse. He
has served as a valuable member of our organization and has
assisted with various aspects of TCO training throughout the
years.

Clayton has three adult children, two sons and a daughter.
Outside of work, Clayton has been a member of the
Washington Township Volunteer Fire Company for over 40
years. He enjoys going to Pitt football and Pens games in
addition to fishing, hunting, and spending time outdoors in the
summer.

Want to join the team?
To be qualified, you must be 18 years old
and have a High School Diploma or GED
equivalent.
To apply, please visit our county website

here.
For questions or more information, please
reach out to our QA Instructor, Tanya
Polinsky: tpolinsk@co.westmoreland.pa.us

Learn more!

3G PHASING INTO 5G
Out goes 3G, in comes 5G!
Now is the time to check all of your
wireless-capable devices and be
sure they are able to make the
switch from 3G service, to 5G
service. The best way to know
whether your device is capable, is
to contact your provider directly. If
it is not capable, ask how you can
upgrade immediately!

Next Generation 911 Will Improve...
Receiving incoming 911 calls faster, and with more accurate information.
Transfering 911 calls and associated call information to the correct jurisdiction.
Relying on current technology to locate a wireless caller's location.
Securely receiving multimedia communications like text messages, photos, and video.

Where a 911 call originates, in relation to the five critical GIS (Geographic Information System)
layers, determines the PSAP (Public Safety Answering Point) and emergency responders who
respond to that call. For this reason, it is critical that GIS data be accurate and current across
the commonwealth.

Southwest Pennsylvania will be migrating over to NG911 between April and June of 2022.

Source: 911.gov

Photo Credit: Insider.com

Bridges Down, Repairs Up
If you didn't already know, now you do.
On January 28, 2022 in the early hours of that Friday
morning, the Fern Hollow Bridge plummeted in a
collapse in Pittsburgh's well-known Frick Park. The
victims involved were rescued by an outstanding team
of first responders who repelled themselves down to
rescue those involved. A 44,000 pound Port Authority
Transit (PAT) bus and several vehicles were on the
bridge at the time of collapse. Thankfully, there were
no fatalities and only some minor injuries.

Allegheny Crane had the responsibility of extracting the bus from the ravine and thankfully they were
successful. It was quite the scene, as they used the "Gold Thunder" crane and 308,000 pounds of
counter-weight to lift the bus. The "Gold Thunder" is a Libra LTM 1350 crane, weighing in at 400 tons
itself. The plan to remove the transit bus took 50 hours to establish - including planning for what could
go wrong.

What about Westmoreland?
There are 143 bridges throughout Westmoreland
County. There will be some temporarily closed
for maintenance repairs after being rated in
"poor condition". For a bridge to be placed in
the "poor condition" category, it must score a 4
or below on a 9-point scale.

View a detailed list of
all bridge conditions
for Westmoreland
County:

Source: https://gis.penndot.gov

Spring Severe Weather
Season
Spring Severe Weather Season is experienced from March
through May.

This can include tornados which are defined by the National
Weather Service as, "a violently rotating column of air that
is in contact with the ground." If it is not touching the
ground, it is a funnel cloud.

Tornadoes can be the after-math of a severe thunderstorm.
Wind speeds can be anywhere from 65 mph, to 318 mph-the
highest tornado windspeed to ever be recorded.

WATCH VS. WARNING
When a

Tornado Watch is announced

WHEN THUNDER ROARS,
GET INDOORS!
Lightning is most likely to strike those

for a county, it gives those residents

who work outside or participate in

time to evaluate their current situation

outdoor recreational activities.

and if they are safe where they are.

If you are outside when lightning

Typically the conditions are more in

happens, follow the

favor of a thunderstorm that has

After seeing the first strike, count to 30.

potential to be a tornado.

If you hear thunder again before getting

30-30 rule;

to 30, go inside for 30 minutes before
When a

Tornado Warning is

returning to your outdoor activity or

announced that means there is a

work.

developing tornado that has been

Always seek shelter inside with a hard-

detected by the National Weather

top roof. Even a car is better shelter

Service. When a warning is issued for

than staying outside, remember to roll all

a county, those residents are to seek

windows up. When inside, avoid all

shelter immediately.

contact with water, electronic
equipment, and concrete walls/floors.

Source: https://www.weather.gov & https://www.cdc.gov

AUTISM

April 2, 2022

Awareness Day
Autism is defined as "a developmental disorder of variable
severity that is characterized by difficulty in social
interaction and communication by restricted or repetitive
patterns of thought and behavior."

Autism impacts the nervous system. Common symptoms will
include difficulty with social interaction, communication,
obsessive interests, and repetitive behaviors.

In the case of any emergency happening, it is important
that first responders, as well as community members, be
able to recognize and understand the communication
needs and behaviors of those who have special needs.

Types of Autism
Want to learn more?
Check out these tips for
first responders:

Besides

Autistic Disorder, which is explained

above, there are two other forms of autism within
the spectrum;

Asperger Syndrome: Milder symptoms of
autistic disorder. May create social challenges
and unusual behaviors and interests. Typically
there are no problems with language or
intellectual disability.

Pervasive Developmental Disorder: This is
sometimes referred to as "atypical autism" or
PDD-NOS. Someone would receive a diagnosis
like this if they fit some of the criteria for autism
as well as Asperger's, but not all of the criteria.
PDD usually has fewer and milder symptoms than
the other two. PDD may only cause some social
and communication challenges.

Source: https://www.autismspeaks.org

National Financial Capability Month
April 2022
There is more than one way to be prepared when it comes to being
faced with the after-math of a disaster.
Being financially prepared is just as important as being physically
prepared for any unexpected situation to arise.

How can you financially prepare for an emergency?
Step 1:
Download FEMA's Emergency Financial First Aid Kid and fill it out.

Step 2:
Find a safe space to store your kit and all of your documents. Store the original
document and the copied document in separate places.
Step 3:
Understand your insurance options/extent of coverage in case of any type of disaster.

Source: https://www.ready.gov

Extreme Heat Safety
Extreme Heat is defined as "a prolonged period of very
hot weather, which may include high humidity."

Extreme heat can be dangerous and even lifethreatening if proper precautions are not taken. In
extreme heat and high humidity, the body must work
extra hard to maintain a normal termperature.

Those at a greater risk are older adults, young children,
and those who are sick or overweight.

What means What?
Excessive Heat Watch: "Is
issued within 12 hours of the onset
of extremely dangerous heat
conditions." Different criteria are
used depending on what part of
the country you're in.

Heat Advisory: "Are issued when
conditions are favorable for an
excessive heat event in the next
24-72 hours." At this point the
heat wave could be increasing,
however the timing is unknown.

Excessive Heat Warning: "Is
issued within 12 hours of the onset
of extremely dangerous heat
conditions."

Source: https://www.weather.gov & https://www.cdc.gov

Am I Prepared?
As always, stay informed as
much as you can!
Create & review your
emergency plan with your
family.
Have your emergency kit
stocked and updated.
Prepare your home with what
you are in need of.
Do not leave your children and
pets in the car.
Drink plenty of water.
Do not do any strenuous
activity- stay inside if possible.
Be alert and check for signs of
heat-related illnesses.

Kids' Corner
Children have different needs as they age. Hydration
needs change as they get older. Water is to always be
encouraged versus juice, soda, and sports drinks due
to artifical sweeteners inside. Not only is water
number-one for hydration purposes, it is overall the
best for your child's body to keep the joints, bones,
and teeth healthy.

Water maintains the circulation of blood, and
maintains a healthy bodyweight to prepare your
children for adulthood. Sending your children to
school with a water bottle every day is extremely
essential for their mood, memory, and overall
attention.

Know the Signs of Dehydration
Dehydration can show in different forms depending on a child's age.
Adults must stay vigilant and look for these important signs:
Overly Sleepy/Irritable
Dry Lips and or Sticky Mouth
Flushed Skin
Lightheadedness

Headache
Cramps
Rapid Pulse
Feeling excessively hot or cold

More Info

WCDPS DIRECTORY
Director
Roland “Bud” Mertz
rmertz@co.westmoreland.pa.us

Deputy Director
Scott Stepanovich
sstepano@co.westmoreland.pa.us

View Full Staff Directory via QR code:

Follow us:

Westmoreland County D.P.S
Information Page

@WCDPS911

@Westmoco911

