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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Public Safety participated in a Mass
Casualty exercise, with the
deployment of our mobile command
post to help with the event. The
scenario simulated a building
collapse with injuries and
entrapment. A hazmat leak was also
added to the simulation. A briefing
was conducted prior and after to
discuss the exercise plan, as well as
what could be improved on for reallife situations.
Mass Casualty Exercise
at Jeannette High
School; 6/26/21

Public Safety attended the Derry Agriculture Fair bringing information to the local
community regarding what Emergency Management does, as well as recruiting potential
candidates for the Fall 2021 Telecommunications Officer Training Class.

National Night Out in Murrysville; 8/3/21

First Responders Night at Derry Agriculture Fair; 7/19/21

Public Safety attended the National Night Out
in Murrysville where many first responder
agencies gathered to show the public their
equipment, and to build strong community ties.

9/11 REFLECTION WITH
BISHOP LARRY J. KULICK
On Friday, September 10, 2021
Westmoreland 911 received a visit
from Bishop Larry J. Kulick. The visit
allowed all involved to reflect upon
the events of 9/11 and the lasting
effects it has had all of our
communities.

Channel 4 news was present to capture interviews of the current staff that was working in the
9-1-1 center that very day, and their reflections on the events that took place. Bishop Kulick lead
a prayer and gave a blessing inside of the dispatch room.

NATIONAL
PREPAREDNESS
MONTH

September
2021

RECAP

Week 1: Make a plan.
Launched in 2004, National Preparedness Week 2: Build a kit.
Week 3: Prepare for disasters.
Month is FEMA's National Annual
Week 4: Teach youth about preparedness.

Preparedness Outreach. It is managed
and sponsored by FEMA's Ready
Campaign; which aims to educate and
empower Americans during NPM and
throughout the year to prepare for and
respond to all types of emergencies,
including natural, technological, and
intentional disasters. September 30 is
celebrated as the "National Day of
Action."

Visit the QR Code for more;

Create an emergency communication plan between all
family members in your home, as well as out-of-state family.
Make an emergency kit; non-perishable food items, water,
flashlight, batteries, medications, personal hygiene items,
blanket, cash, emergency contact list, copies of personal
documents, cellphones/chargers, etc.
Prepare your home (mitigation measures); Consider buying
flood insurance and or building a safe room- depending on
where you live.
Explain to your young children the importance of being
ready and aware.

Sources: https://www.redcross.org https://www.ready.gov

TRANSITIONING FROM
SUMMER TO FALL
Seasonal Allergies

Sneezing, coughing, runny nose,
congestion, and more. With
seasonal changes, comes
weather changes, comes health
changes! Everyone experiences
seasonal allergies to some
varying degree.

HEALTH TIPS
TIPS
HEALTH
Reduce your exposure to allergy triggers.
Pay attention to when pollen counts are
extra-high.
Keep indoor air clean.
Try over-the-counter medication; oral
Looking for information
antihistamines, decongestants, nasal
regarding the Covid-19
spray, combination medications.
vaccine? Please visit the
Rinse your sinuses.
QR code below;
If home remedies are not successful, see
your doctor.

Source: https://www.mayoclinic.org

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
October 3-9, 2021

The National Fire Protection Association has
announced the 2021 theme as, "Learn the Sounds
of Fire Safety!"
The National Fire Protection Association is an international
nonprofit organization devoted to eliminating death, injury,
property and economic loss due to fire, electrical and
related hazards.

The batteries in a smoke detector are to be replaced every 6
months, the actual detector should be replaced every 10
years, unless needed sooner. Alarms that include strobe
lighting, or even bed shakers, are great for those who are
hard of hearing or deaf.

In 1679, Boston Massachusettes established the very first
publicly funded, paid fire department. In 1736, Benjamin
Franklin imported the London model of insurance, introducing
Fire Insurance for the first time in South Carolina.

Fire safety tips via QR Code

Everyone living in your immediate
household should be on the same
page when it comes to your family's
fire safety and evacuation plan. Firstchoice escape routes, as well as
alternatives should be known and
practiced by everyone. Objects that
can be used to help aid in an escape
should be identified as well.

Source: https://www.nfpa.org

GREAT SHAKEOUT EARTHQUAKE
DRILLS
October 21, 2021
International Shakeout Day was created to bring
awareness and prepare people to know how to respond
if an earthquake hits suddenly.

So far in 2021, over 17.4 million earthquake
drills have been conducted world-wide. Over
11.5 million drills were conducted in the U.S.
alone.

PREPARE
If you feel shaky, immediately drop to the ground on your hands and knees.
Use your arms to cover your head and neck.
Bend over to protect your vital organs.
If able to find additional shelter, use one arm to crawl and the other to
continue protecting your head and neck.
Use one arm to hold onto your shelter object (like a desk), keeping your
eyes and mouth closed from any possible debris.
Remain in your secure position until shaking comes to a complete stop,
then check your area.

To register a drill, or watch the safety video series,
visit here:

ONLINE SHOPPING-BEWARE!
Cyber Security Awareness Month- October 2021

CISA and the National Cyber Security
Alliance (NCSA) announce this year’s theme:
“Do Your Part. #BeCyberSmart.”

This theme encourages individuals and
organizations to own their role in protecting their
part of cyberspace, stressing personal
accountability and the importance of taking
proactive steps to enhance cybersecurity.

is a type of social engineering where an attacker
sends a fraudulent message designed to trick a
human victim into revealing sensitive information to
the attacker or to deploy malicious software on the
victim's infrastructure like ransomware.

Shop with reputable retailers.

Use strong passwords.

Beware of "amazing deals."

Be able to identify email scams.

Verify a business that is "new-to-you"

Pay with credit, not debit.

before buying.

Monitor bank account for fraudulent

Use a Virtual Private Network if

activity.

possible.

Track your packages once shipped.

Do not browse on public Wi-Fi.

Report scammers.

Source: https://www.cisa.gov

THANKSGIVING
COOKING SAFETY
November 25, 2021
Thanksgiving Day is the "peak day" for
home fires. Cooking equipment is the
leading cause of unreported home fires,
62% of fires starting directly from ranges
and cooktops. In 2020, fire departments
responded to approximately 1,630 home
cooking fires on Thanksgiving Day across
the U.S.

SAFETY TIPS:

Internally, your turkey
should reach 165 degrees F
before being consumed.

Keep anything that can catch fire, away from the stovetop.
Always unplug small appliances on counter top when not in use.
Have (and test) GFCI recepticles in your kitchen to prevent shock
and electricution.
Check that all appliances are turned off when done cooking.
Keep your stovetop clean of grease & dust.
Never leave the kitchen when cooking.
Never cook while tired, drinking alcohol, or taking medication
that causes drowsiness.
Never disable your smoke alarm while cooking.
Never use a cooking stove to heat your home.

Don't let your
turkey turn out
like Clark's!
Source: https://www.esfi.org

Kids Corner
Back-To-School Safety

School is back! The 2021-2022 school year
may still look different this year given the
unsure circumstances still surrounding the
Covid-19 pandemic. Some may be
attending in-person with masks, and some
may be sticking to social-distancing while
doing school from home online. Whichever
it may be, school safety is always in effect!

Are your children aware of the major safety
precautions surrounding a school bus?
Children should be standing 3-5 "large steps" away from the curb.
The bus should be at a complete stop before entering or exiting the bus.
Look left-right-left before crossing any street, also, making eye-contact with
the bus driver so they know where you are.
Young children should be walked to and from the bus stop by a parent or
guardian; the adult accompanying should always wait until the child is
physically on the bus, and should also wait at their designated spot for the
bus to arrive with the child.

Schools are always hopeful that emergency drills and weather drills will never need
to be utilized. However, your children must be ready for the unpredictable. As
parents, all school emergency plans should be accessible to you as well. Ask to
review them for your own knowledge; especially know where the meeting point
would be for reunification with your child. If your child is young, they should be
familiarized

with

what

first

responders

look

like

so

they

are

not

afraid

when

approached by one in an emergency situation. Also, register to be signed up for the
emergency alert system,

Source: https://www.safekids.org

CodeRed.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Rocky RzodkiewiczAll Hazards Planner Westmoreland 911
Andrew “Rocky” Rzodkiewicz has been with the Department of
Public Safety since September of 2014 and has been the
Department’s All Hazards Planner since May of 2018. Prior to his
current position he was a Telecommunication Officer for the
Department. His responsibilities include assisting the
department in coordinating the nearly 70 Emergency
Management Programs which deliver emergency management
services under the authority of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Title 35 legislation as well as reviewing plans from
School Districts, Oil and Gas Industry, High Hazard Dams, Day
Cares, and Nursing Facilities. In addition he is a Certified ALICE
instructor, providing active intruder training to schools,
universities and businesses within Westmoreland County. Rocky
also works closely with the L65 local Emergency Management
Coordinators.

He was born and raised in Harborcreek, Erie County, before
moving into Westmoreland County in 2008. Prior to his start with
the Department, he was an EMT/Sergeant with Murrysville
Medic One.

Rocky is currently the Assistant EMS Chief and firefighter with
Irwin Volunteer fire department, starting his time in the fire
service at Fairfield Hose Company in Harborcreek, PA at the
age of 14. He has held several line officer positions through his
career with the Departments. Rocky is Nationally Certified at
the level of Fire Fighter I and Hazardous Materials Operations,
holds Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency
Professional Certification in Emergency Management at the
County and Advanced Local Level, and numerous Pennsylvania
State Fire Academy and Pennsylvania Department of Health
Certifications.
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