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TELECOMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER
APPRECIATION
WEEK
April 12-16, 2021
The Westmoreland 9-1-1 dispatchers celebrated
TCO week this year with good food, games, and
prizes! Theme days were created for each day of
the week to earn tickets towards raffle-basket
prizes. They could also participate by
completing activities such as word searches,
crossword puzzles, and correctly answering trivia
questions. Each dispatcher was gifted with a
plush blanket that reads "911 Dispatcher" on it,
as well as a custom lanyard. The last day of TCO
Week was wrapped up by a visit from the Crisis
Response Canines of Westmoreland. A big thank
you to all who helped make this week a fantastic
one for our dispatchers!

COVID-19
WESTMORELAND
COUNTY
The most common form of infection at this
time, is still through droplets produced by
an infected person through a cough or
sneeze. It is also possible to contract
COVID-19 through touching infected
objects, if it is followed by touching of
one's own mouth, nose, or eyes directly
after.

For COVID-19 vaccine information,
please click here

WHERE WE ARE AT
There have been 32,421 cases reported in
Westmoreland County, 741 resulted in death
(as of 4/28/21). This attributes to the death
total in Pennsylvania, of 26,185.
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As of April 28, 2021, 6,204,777 people have
received their first-dose vaccination. That is
48.5% of the Pennsylvania population.
3,956,547 people have been fully vaccinated,
which covers 30.9% of the Pennsylvania
population.

"SPRING INTO ACTION"
WITH CAUTION
Majority of us have spent much of the last
year indoors. Due to unfortunate
circumstances surrounding the Coronavirus
Pandemic, we are all more than ready to
spend time outdoors. While soaking up
Vitamin D is certainly encouraged, please
take some caution with any and all outdoor
activity! The following things are a few of
many outdoor activities to be aware of:

Cuts to the hands and feet, burns, and items
ricocheting off the lawnmower blades.

SPRING CAUTION
SUCH AS...

Avoid looking directly at the sun, always have
sunglasses in your car.
April showers can make for dangerous road
conditions. Be alert for wet roads, flooding, and any
debris in the roadway.
Wear protective clothing if you plan on being in an
area with a lot of grass. Ticks love exposed skin.
However, if they are removed within 2 days of
attachment it reduces the risk of infection.
Talk to your children about the proper use of
playground equipment to avoid injury. Parentssupervise always.
Temperatures fluctuate often in the Spring season.
Always check the forecast so you are dressed
properly for the temperature.

LAWNMOWERS & MAINTENANCE
SUN PROTECTION & ACCIDENTS
WET WEATHER
TICK/LYME DISEASE
PLAYGROUNDS
HEAT STROKE

Kids Corner
EMERGENCY PLANNING FOR CHILDREN
Parents should create a comfortable
atmosphere with their children surrounding
the idea of any emergency happening. Due to
emergencies being able to happen anywhere,
at anytime, children of any and all ages
should be equipped with preparedness. It is
our job, as adults, to make children feel

confident

to face these types of situations.

Leadership can be a key safety factor in the
event that an adult is not present during an
emergency.

CHILDREN MAKE UP
25% OF THE U.S.
POPULATION

Click

here to create an Emergency Plan
with your child!

BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER AN
EMERGENCY OR DISASTER TAKES PLACE,
CHILDREN WILL NEED SPECIAL ATTENTION
TO COPE WITH WHAT THEY HAVE
EXPERIENCED. THEY MAY EXPERIENCE
MENTAL OR EMOTIONAL HARDSHIPS, AND
WILL MOST LIKELY HAVE MANY
QUESTIONS. SOME QUESTIONS MAY NOT
BE ABLE TO BE ANSWERED. HOWEVER, IT
IS IMPORTANT TO ENCOURAGE
DIALOGUE AND ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS
TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY. TRY TO
LIMIT MEDIA EXPOSURE IF SOMETHING
SEVERELY TRAGIC HAS HAPPENED. SPEND
TIME WITH THEM TO OCCUPY THEIR
MINDS AND MAKE THEM FEEL SAFE.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, CONTINUE A
NORMAL ROUTINE.

The Westmoreland County Swift Water Rescue Operations Plan was exercised
on Saturday, May 1, 2021 with the participation of the Swift Water Rescue
Teams and the Westmoreland County EOC. The exercise was conducted from
0900 to 1200 with the EOC staffed at an Enhanced Level with numerous SWRTs
completing evolutions at several locations throughout Westmoreland County.
"North Huntingdon EMS/Rescue trained on the Yough River at the Coulter Boat
Launch alongside Baldwin EMS SWRT. Together we drilled a scenario where a
group of rafters were swept away by rising flood waters. Crews were tasked to
search the river for 'victims', each of which fit a specific description. We
included injects for rescuers overboard and boat/motor failures. We tested
marking systems such as popping smoke grenades and fluorescent substances
in the water." - Shane Spielvogle, Executive Director, North Huntingdon
EMS/Rescue
"Fort Allen, Suttersville, Collinsburg, and Scottdale VFC's worked together cross
training on each other's boats. It was a great exercise that demonstrated the
success of teamwork" - Richard Manley, Chief, Fort Allen Volunteer Fire
Company
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TANYA POLINSKY
QA Instructor, Westmoreland County DPS

"At Westmoreland County 911, I currently oversee the state certified
training program by conducting Phase 1: classroom training for new
hires. Once the classroom is complete, trainees move to the Certified
Training Officers in the 911 Center to begin training in an OJT
environment. When not in the classroom, I oversee employees making
sure they are current with their continuing education and
recertification's as well as quality improvement to maintain the PEMA
Telecommunications Certifications. Continuously restructuring the
training program to make sure it is upgraded to meet the ever
changing National Standards. I also am working to obtain my NENA
ENP within the next few months." -Tanya
Tanya has put in 17 years as a front line 911 telecommunicator. She has
been in a Supervisor, Training Officer, and Quality Assurance Officer
position for 5 years.

Tonya has been married for 38 years to her husband Dan, she has 4 adult
children and 7 grandchildren. She has had the great experience of living in
4 states (Pennsylvania, New Mexico, Colorado, and Florida) before
realizing that Pennsylvania is home. Tanya loves to travel when given the
opportunity and spending time with family and friends.

CERTIFICATIONS
International Academy of Emergency Dispatch (IAED):
Emergency Telecommunicator Certification
Instructor
Emergency Fire Dispatch Instructor
Medical, Police and Fire Queue Certified,
Quality Performance Review (QPR) National
Certification

Fun Fact: On Tonya's first dispatch
job, she dispatched a call, then
drove the fire engine to the scene!

JOIN OUR TEAM!
1. Download the county application

here ,

complete and return via email

to cmcbride@co.westmoreland.pa.us

2. INCLUDE A PERSONAL
RESUME, AS WELL AS
PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES.

APCO Certified Training Officer Instructor
CPR Instructor,
PEMA Basic Certification.
1st Woman Certified as Firefighter 1 in Pennsylvania
(Cert #10) &
Pro Board (Cert#88)

3. Prepare yourself as much as
possible. While waiting to be called
for a potential interview, take some
time to become familiar with the
county.

LEARN
MORE:

PEMA
COVID-19 Recovery
PEMA’s Bureau of Recovery and Mitigation is responsible for
administering the federal grant and loan programs that help
rebuild individual households, businesses, and/or the public
infrastructure of state and local municipalities.
The bureau provides training, guidance, and technical
assistance regarding supplemental disaster assistance
programs.

The COVID-19 Emergency Declaration allowed up to 75% of
eligible costs to be reimbursed under FEMA's Public Assistance
Program, due to its association with a federally declared
emergency. This allows state agencies, local governments, and
certain private non-profit (PNP) organizations to be eligible to
apply for funding. To learn more about what costs are eligible,
which are not, and how to apply click

here .

FEMA
The Biden Administration has named the
new Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Administrator, Deanne
Criswell. She comes from a long career
in emergency management previously
working with the Colorado Air National
Guard on firefighting, emergency and
disaster planning for the City of Aurora,
Colorado, and most recently New York
City's emergency management
commissioners since June 2019. Recently
confirmed by the Senate, Criswell will
serve as the

first woman

to lead FEMA.

At her confirmation hearing, Criswell told the
Governmental Affairs Committee,

Deanne Criswell, FEMA Administrator
Senate Homeland Security and

“The pathway to a ready and resilient nation requires a

shared vision and takes proactive mindset. We must reduce risk through system-based
mitigation. We must increase the resilience of our communities so they can adapt as
threats change. And we must scale our response to minimize the consequences of disasters
and emergencies.”
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