About Us

The focus of the Redevelopment
Authority of the County of Westmoreland
(RACW) is on re-energizing the county's
core communities and enticing new
business, residential, and recreational
opportunities.
By working closely with community
leaders and volunteers, the RACW
assists in community revitalization
efforts and implements a multitude of
programs that are designed and
intended to re-move blight and
improve conditions for low-to-moderate
income residents throughout
Westmoreland County. Also, the
RACW partners with local government
and non-profit entities to implement
impact projects in the county.
The RACW is part of the Westmoreland Development Council consisting of
the Westmoreland County Industri-al
Development Corporation, the Economic Growth Connection, and the
Westmoreland County Department of
Planning and Development.
Unique to other counties in the Commonwealth, the Westmoreland Development Council, a public/private partnership, is tasked with improving and
coordinating economic development
efforts in the county.

Contact Us
Redevelopment Authority for the
County of Westmoreland
April Kopas,
Executive Director
akopas@co.westmoreland.pa.us
Hallie Chatfield,
Revitalization Coordinator
hchatfie@co.westmoreland.pa.us
Shelby Michalek,
Marketing Coordinator
smichale@co.westmoreland.pa.us
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40 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Greensburg, PA 15601
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Brownfield
FAQ
The RACW works in partnership with local governments, the business community, private property owners, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection, and the Environmental Protection Agency to foster the cleanup and
redevelopment of brownfields and other
industrial sites in Westmoreland County.
Remediation of these often idle properties
not only improves the environment, but
gets them back into productive use.

Q: What is a brownfield?
A: A brownfield is real property where the
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which
may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant.
Q: What is brownfield redevelopment?
A: Brownfield redevelopment seeks to assess
existing brownfield properties, prevent further contamination, safely cleanup polluted
properties, and design plans for reuse.
Q: What are some common types of
brownfields?
A: Some examples include: former gas stations, power plants, manufacturing plants,
abandoned switching yards, and foundries.
They may also include properties that are underutilized for various socioeconomic reasons, such as abandonment, obsolescence,
tax delinquency, and/or blight.

Q: Are brownfields regulated in PA?
A: Pennsylvania‘s Land Recycling Program is
a voluntary cleanup program, familiarly
known as Act 2, that encourages the reuse
of contaminated commercial and industrial
sites. The Land Recycling Program is built
on four cornerstones: uniform cleanup standards, liability relief, standardized reviews
and time limits, and financial assistance.
Q: How is RACW remediating Brownfields?
A: The RACW received grant monies
from the Environmental Protection Agency
to perform environmental assessments
county-wide in an effort to address hazardous substances and petroleum sites.
The grant will fund Phase I and Phase
II environmental assessments, clean up
plans, and community outreach activities.
The RACW will work with project partners to
identify potential funding sources and
technical resources for eligible clean-up
projects.

To apply for assessment funds, complete the
brownfield site form, which can be found at
www.westmorelandredevelopment.com.
Q: How can I market a property for reuse?A:
The RACW has created a Westmoreland
County database that can feature your property. Contact our office for details.
Q: What projects have the RACW been
involved in?
A: The razing and environmental remediation of the 19.3 acre former Westinghouse
Porcelain Park in Derry Borough (below)
happened in 2010 preparing the rail-accessible site for redevelopment. Active projects
include environmental assessments at the
former Bryce Brothers Glass Plant in Mt.
Pleasant, the Sharon Steel Plant in Monessen, and the former Jeannette Glass Site in
the heart of the downtown district.
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