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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2022
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
On August 2, the WCDPS Outreach Team attended the annual Murrysville
National Night Out event hosted by the Murrysville Police Department.
The same week we participated in the first annual Hempfield National Night
Out event at Hempfield High School. Dozens of first responders and
community stakeholders came together to share information and build strong
community relations.
National Night Out events are designed to promote police-community
partnerships to ensure our communities are safer and more caring places to
live.
If your agency is holding a National Night Out Event in 2023 and would like
us to join please reach out via email: ckovatch@co.westmoreland.pa.us

UNITY/HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
FLOOD
MULTI-AGENCY RESOURCE CENTER
(MARC)
On August 5, 2022, several areas in Unity and
Hempfield Townships experienced flash flooding
resulting in evacuations and sheltering. The U.S.
Small Business Administration issued an SBA
disaster declaration #17579 and 17580 / PA00120 for the effected residents in
Westmoreland and surrounding counties. A
Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) was held
at Westmoreland County Community College
Latrobe Campus on August 12, 2022 to assist
flood survivors with recovery resources.

MARC Participating Agencies
Union Mission
American Red Cross
Westmoreland Food Bank
Westmoreland Community Action
Catholic Charities
WCSI
RISE
ST. Vincent DePaul
UMCOR
Salvation Army
County Animal Response Team (CART)
Westmoreland Transit Authority
Behavioral Health
Veterans Affairs
Area Agency on Aging
Westmoreland County Housing Authority
Westmoreland County Assistance Office
Veterans Leadership Program
PA Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP)
PA Department of Human Services
PA Office of Attorney General
PA Emergency Management (PEMA)
PA Department of Transportation (PennDOT)
PA Insurance Commission

READY
WESTMORELAND
PUBLIC
PREPAREDNESS
PODCAST

#WCDPS911
#READYWESTCO

Would you like to be a guest?
Let us know!
Contact our PIO:
ckovatch@co.westmoreland.pa.us

Visit our YouTube Channel to
listen to the 3rd episode of
ReadyWestmoreland discussing
the SBA's Disaster Loan
Outreach Center (DLOC) after
the flooding in Unity and
Hempfield Township. Guest
Speaker: Courtney Smith,
Public Affairs Specialist for the
U.S. Small Business
Administration.

NATIONAL
PREPAREDNESS
MONTH
A LASTING LEGACY
In September we celebrated National Preparedness Month
(NPM). This year's theme was "A Lasting Legacy: The life you've
built is worth protecting". Prepare for disasters to create a
lasting legacy for you and your family." We use this campaign to
raise awareness about the importance of preparing for disasters
and emergencies that could happen at any time.
It's not IF but WHEN a disaster will happen in any of our
communities. Although we have a strong network of first
responders and emergency management agencies, YOU are the
help until help arrives. Take the right steps towards emergency
preparedness by following the Ready, Set, Check card below!

Get your Ready, Set,

Check card here!

STAFF
SPOTLIGHT
PAT BAUER
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Pat started working at with the Westmoreland County
Department of Public Safety on September 3, 1987. He
started his career with the Emergency Management
department working in information technology (IT),
addressing, and payroll.
After his time in Emergency Management, he began his
career in 911 as a Telecommunications Officer (TCO).
He has graciously given Public Safety 35 years of service.
We want to thank him for his unwavering commitment to
serving the residents of Westmoreland County, & wish him a
Happy Retirement!

Pat has worked at all three 911 dispatch
centers; the basement of the courthouse,
the courthouse Annex, and the current
center off of Donohue Road in
Greensburg.
He is a lifetime member of the Greensburg
Fire Station #1. He dispatched part-time
for the Greensburg Police Department,
and was also a part of the Crime Scene
Investigation group assisting detectives in
processing crime scenes.
He enjoys cooking, as well as spending
time with his wife, kids, and grandchild.
During his retirement he plans on being
more involved with the fire department,
and mentoring his own son who just
joined!

OCTOBER
2022

CYBERSECURITY
AWARENESS MONTH

“See Yourself in Cyber” is this year's CISA campaign theme that
demonstrates while cybersecurity may seem like a complex subject,
ultimately, it’s all about people. The campaign will focus on the “people”
part of cybersecurity, providing information and resources to help
educate CISA partners and the public, to encourage individuals and
organizations to make smart decisions whether on the job, at home or at
school – now and in the future.

EASY WAYS
TO PROTECT
YOURSELF
ONLINE:
Enable Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)
You need more than a password to protect
your online accounts, and enabling MFA
makes you significantly less likely to get
hacked.
Use Strong Passwords
Use passwords that are long, unique, and
randomly generated.
Recognize and Report Phishing Attacks
If a link looks a little off, think before you click.

Update Your Software
Don’t delay – if you see a software updated
notification, act promptly.

Source: cisa.gov

1 in 3 homes with computers are
infected with malicious software.

65% of Americans who went online
received at least one online scam
offer.
47% of American adults have had
their personal information exposed
by cyber criminals.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
OCTOBER 9-15, 2022
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is celebrating
the 100th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week this October.
This year's theme is "Fire won't wait. Plan your escape." There
are simple but important actions everyone can take to keep
themselves and those around them safe from home fires.
In the event of a house fire, you may have less than two
minutes to safely escape. That's why its so important to have
early warning from smoke alarms and advanced planning.

How does WCDPS participate in Fire Prevention Week?

Sunday, October 9th, 2022 we
participated in Circleville VFD's
Open House.

Tuesday, October 11th, 2022 we
joined the 26th Annual
Hempfield-Greensburg Fire
Prevention Night.

RE·SIL·IENCE

THE CAPACITY TO RECOVER QUICKLY FROM DIFFICULTIES; TOUGHNESS.

Mental health is a critical part of overall wellness. Ensuring a
stable mental health status increases resilience in all areas of
our lives.
Mental Health America is an outstanding and valued resource.
Read their mission statement below and scan the QR code to
view their website.

Our Mission

Mental Health America (MHA)'s work is driven by its commitment to
promote mental health as a critical part of overall wellness, including
prevention services for all; early identification and intervention for
those at risk; integrated care, services, and supports for those who
need them; with recovery as the goal.

KIDS CORNER

Situational awareness is described as, "a
critical, yet often elusive, foundation for
successful decision-making across a broad
range of situations, many of which involve
the protection of human life and
property."
What does situational awareness mean for
children? Depending on age, children
perceive the world around them
differently. While older children are
generally more aware, younger children
can be less aware which can render them
more vulnerable to dangerous situations.

WHAT DO YOUR KIDS NEED TO KNOW?
What a "stranger" is, and how to
identify one.
Who is safe to discuss key contact
information with, such as their home
address and phone numbers.
Using the buddy system; if adults are
not present, always go with a friend.
Use personal alarms or whistles that
can be clipped to a backpack.
Identify exits in restaurants and
stores.
Always be aware of your
surroundings.
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