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WELCOME
The Department of Public Safety supports the
direction, management, and employment of
emergency services and resources in
Westmoreland County to ensure the public safety
of county residents, 24 hours a day, every day.
This newsletter will be shared quarterly to give
updates on community news, as well as
department news, updates & accomplishments.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FIRST RESPONDER FOR A DAY
MUTUAL AID AMBULANCE
On April 29th, we were invited to the
bring your child to work day for Mutual
Aid Ambulance Service. They toured the
mobile command post and learned
about calling 911.

PUBLIC SAFETY DAY WITH
LATROBE ELEMENTARY
April 5th & 6th the WCDPS Outreach Team
presented to Kindergarteners from Latrobe
School District regarding when and how to
call 911. Their knowledge was tested with an
interactive game board displaying different
scenarios in which they would, or would not,
place a 911 call for help.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FRANKLIN REGIONAL
FIELD DAY
On May 23rd and 24th , the
WCDPS Outreach team
visited with Franklin
Regional elementary
students. We shared how
and when to call 911 as well
as when not to call. We also
covered the purpose of
Emergency Management
and the County Hazmat
Team 800.

SENIOR
INITIATIVE
CENTERS FOR ACTIVE
ADULTS
The WCDPS Outreach Team
completed 13 Centers for Active
Adults presentations that
focused on the importance of
Being Prepared, Making a Plan
and Staying Informed. The
participants received resources
to help guide them in all three
areas.

#ACCESS&FUNCTIONALNEEDS

DISPATCH
RECRUITMENT
SOUTHMORELAND HIGH
SCHOOL PRESENTATION
On May 19th, QA Instructor Tanya
Polinsky and TCO Seth King visited the
graduating senior class at
Southmoreland High School and gave
a presentation on job opporunities at
Westmoreland 911. They explained the
duties, responsibilities and rewards
that come with the job, as well as the
benefits included in the program.
HEMPFIELD CAREER FAIR
On May 26th Hempfield High School
held their 1st Annual Spartan
Connections Career Fair. Public Safety
attended to share employment
opportunities and information
regarding the upcoming
Telecommunications Officer Training
Class set to begin in September, 2022.

START YOUR
CAREER AT 9-1-1
ARE YOU:
CALM IN HIGH-STRESS
SITUATIONS?
GOOD AT MULTI-TASKING?
LOOKING FOR A
REWARDING CAREER WITH
GREAT BENEFITS?
Apply now to join our next Telecommunications
Officer Training class!
Class is projected to start September 19, 2022.
Download an application and return to
tpolinsk@co.westmoreland.pa.us

View printable brochure here!

READY
WESTMORELAND
PUBLIC
PREPAREDNESS
PODCAST

#WCDPS911
#ReadyWestCo

Visit our YouTube
Channel to listen to our
first two episodes of
ReadyWestmoreland!

LOCAL COORDINATOR
SPOTLIGHT
PAUL WILLIAMS
West Newton, LEMC

Paul is a lifelong resident of West Newton Borough.
He followed in his family's footsteps in volunteer
emergency services work, serving his community.
Paul’s commitment to public service began at the
young age of 8 years old. In 1981 on his 12th birthday,
Paul officially became a Junior Firefighter with West
Newton Volunteer Fire Company Station 82.

May 26, 2022, Paul received his
PEMA Professional Certification as a
Local Level Emergency
Management Coordinator. Over the
course of 20+ years in the
Coordinator’s position, experiences
such as major fires, storms, flooding,
major utility outages, wind storms,
snowmagedon in 2010, major river
flood in 2018, and many other types
of incidents, he was able to gain a
lot of knowledge & experience.
Paul is currently serving with
Collinsburg Volunteer Fire
Company Station 103 in Rostraver
Township as an Interior Firefighter,
Apparatus Driver, and Trustee. He
recently completed the Vehicle
Rescue Operations Class in April,
2022.
Paul’s full-time career is as an
Electrician at the Greater Pittsburgh
International Airport. The field of
working with electricity is
fascinating to Paul, and provides
many opportunities for knowledge
& experience. His family life is busy
too, with 6 children and a few pets.

Over the course of 28 years, Paul rose up through the
ranks to serve as Interior Firefighter, Apparatus Driver,
Lieutenant, Safety Officer, Fill-in Assistant Chief, and
President. From 2000 to 2004 he served as an Elected
Official/Member of Borough Council as the Public
Safety Committee Chairman. After experiencing
disasters, especially post 9/11/2001, his desire to make a
bigger impact in his community motivated him to
apply for the Emergency Management Coordinator
position.
Paul’s emphasis back then and still today is to help
get our community better prepared for major
emergencies and disasters. Through education and
experience, our Coordinators are taught that this is
accomplished through many ways. Educating and
having good partnerships with the public and elected
officials on all levels, emergency response & support
agencies, as well as our neighboring communities is
crucial.
Paul expressed his gratitude for his wife Tammy
& his family for being understanding and
supportive of his community volunteer work. All
of Paul’s kids have some type of connection and
serve the Collinsburg Volunteer Fire Company.
He is very thankful for those who made an
impact on his life, taught him life lessons, and
showed him many skills on how to make a
difference. A big thank you to Paul’s Emergency
Services family and friends, especially WCDPS
for always being there to support him and the
community of West Newton!
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NATIONAL DISABILIITY
INDEPENDENCE DAY

"National Disability Independence Day commemorates the signing
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The ADA was signed
into law on July 26, 1990, opening the door and breaking down
barriers that individuals with disabilities face every day. This is a day
to honor an act that has enabled those with disabilities to gain tools
for daily life."
Emergency preparedness is achievable for anyone, even someone
with obstacles. We encourage you to prepare in the best way that
you can for yourself.

OU
WHAT CAN Y
DO TO HELP
YOURSELF?

Source: www.bostonplans.org

Decide in each situation whether it is safer
for you to stay, or safer for you to leave.
Help yourself to safety in any way that you
are able to, before first responders can get
to you.
Know your neighbors- check in on each
other and share contact information.
Make sure all of your electronic devices are
updated and capable of 5G.
Follow us on social media for updates, and
register for CodeRed.
Make an emergency plan with your family.
Know where you will go in the event of an
evacuation.
Have your "go-bag" packed with all the
essentials that YOU will need for 3-5 days. If
you have a pet, they will need a bag too!
Make copies of all important documents,
with the originals being in a fire-proof safe.
Have a hard copy of your loved ones
contact information.

SUMMER
HEAT
SAFETY
STAY COOL
Beating the heat is important for
anyone at any age. There are greater
risks to those age 2 and younger, as
well as those who are age 65 and
older. There are also factors such as
weight, dehydration, sunburn, poor
circulation, heart disease and
mental illness that can also increase
an individual's risk.
Did you know, the higher the
humidity, the harder it is for your
body to evaporate sweat?
There are important precautions to
take when the heat gets "unsafe."

TO KEEP SAFE:
Stay in air conditioning as much as possible.
Drink more water than usual.
Avoid using the stove or oven to cook if possible.
Limit outdoor activity, but if you must, wear the correct sunscreen
and wear lose-fitted clothing.
Check your local news for health and safety updates & advisories.
Source: www.cdc.gov

KIDS' CORNER
CHILD
PASSENGER
SAFETY
AWARENESS
WEEK
September 18-24, 2022

Step 1: Choose the right car
seat.
Step 2: Register your car seat.
PA State Police
Child Safety Seat Check
schedule for
Westmoreland County:

Step 3: Get help checking
your car seat.

STATISTICS
Car seats greatly reduce the risk of fatal injury from a car crash
when installed correctly. It will reduce the risk to a toddler by
54%, and the risk to an infant by 71%.
Children should be kept rear-facing as long as possible,
preferably up to age 4.
According to PennDot, "from 2016 to 2020, 83% of children
under age 4 who were involved in crashes and restrained in a
child seat sustained no injury."
Source: nhtsa.gov

DISASTER MASTER
CURRICULUM

WHAT IS IT?
This disaster prepardness curriculum teaches children
how to prevent, prepare, and respond to disasters and
emergencies. Meeting the national educational standards,
it is used to reduce children's anxiety about the unknowns
of disasters and tragic events.
The American Red Cross offers several educational
programs for a range of ages on preparedness. Visit the
QR code for more information!
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