October 29, 2020
The Westmoreland County Commissioners met in regular session beginning at 10:10am on Thursday October
29, 2020 in Commissioners Public Meeting Rooms, Westmoreland County Courthouse, Greensburg, PA. The
following were present: Chairman Sean Kertes, Vice-Chairman Douglas W. Chew, Secretary Gina Cerilli,
Esq. and County Solicitor Melissa A. Guiddy. The following business was conducted:
Commissioner Kertes led the Pledge of Allegiance
Motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Mr. Kertes and it was unanimously agreed to begin with the
Prison Board Agenda
Prison Board Agenda
Industrial Development Corporation Agenda
Salary Board Agenda
General Agenda
Motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the minutes
of regular meeting held September 17, 2020, Special Meeting held September 23, 2020, Special Meeting held
September 28, 2020, as presented
Motion was made by Mr. Kertes, seconded by Ms. Cerilli, with Mr. Chew abstaining, motion passed to approve
the minutes of the Special Meeting held October 13, 2020, as presented
Opportunity for Public Comment
Ronald Zera, Hempfield Twp – 2 matters to address, as of today – we need direction on how the ballots on November 3
will be canvassed or pre-canvassed, as of an hour ago – they had no idea; 2nd – there seems to be an indication that poll
watchers will be limited to 1 person, there will be 4 teams of 10 people opening ballots – would suggest 1 poll worker
per team of workers – that has to be established; hope that the commissioners will address the issue of arriving ballots;
will they be opened, segregated/counted? As to security, would advise the commissioner that 2 attorneys are appointed
for security matters in western pa and Westmoreland county; simply ask that the commissioners now that you have the
opportunity to advise the citizens of the county that are all stuck in this mass covid infection to just wear mask – just say
we advise our citizens for their safety, my safety and your safety to wear a mask
John Lorenzo–Rostraver Twp Commissioner - sanitary landfill is applying for grant applications, greatest impact and
great concern; opposition by Rostraver Twp grant; Noble has amassed DEP violations; in 2020 alone, noble had 13
violations out of 20 inspections; on October 7 the DEP issued a consent order with fine – the DEP has stated that the
landfill is one of the worse in PA; the first week of noncompliance is $250/day; what is the environmental and long term
impact on my community; how ill this negatively impact neighboring community and residents; how will noble guarantee
the purity of the methane; there are far too many unknown factors for anyone to feel safe; the landfill at this time that
they can’t execute simple tasks; noble track record does not instill confidence; sounds very promising and has
tremendous potential – but more research needs to be done – please weigh everything into consideration

Debbie Fuaght – about the landfill, notice her posters she presented, live less than a half mile; certain pictures that
landfill cover didn’t exist; the Westmoreland sanitary landfill has been an environmental and health problem since new
operators took over since DEP e-facts filed, repeated violations – 5 were operation, 3 were liter of site; issues with
collections, 9 handling of residual waste – already had one lawsuit with the previous owners; those pictures show; not
applying cover in appropriate time; the facility has had 2 fires, one explosion; employees injured; equipment not in
working order; if you go through with this grant, hope that you would look – before you give them a million dollar grant,
look into what she presented today – 3rd party testing of all waste matter at the landfill, to be analyzed levels of
radioactivity; specific reports of the findings should be made available; consider our health and our children’s health
and the future of Rostraver Twp
Jack Kroll – Rostraver Twp – live a quarter of a mile from Westmoreland sanitary landfill; under the attorney general
now -; established that it is hot and the byproducts are hot; all certified testing; this is the recipe of what is inside of the
landfill; took in waste from the drilling industry; this won’t go away for years; soil sample in his yard came back double
of what is required/acceptable for Westmoreland county; what they presented – none of these process can take the radon
out; it is not mentioned; they did not realize that this what this high; escaping the landfill, being flared – it will come
from the exhaust from the trucks and the equipment; other than the testing companies had done a comprehensive study;
all has been overlooked; can’t use politics or lobbyist on decisions like this – have to be based on science
The following public comment was received by the Chief Clerk via email prior to 9:30am on Thursday, October 29, 2020:

Diana Steck, North Huntingdon in Westmoreland County. As a member of Voice of Westmoreland, I would like to
submit the following public comments. I would like to begin by thanking the Commissioners for responding to requests
from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout our county to facilitate the safe and timely return of mail in
ballots. We feel that this action has helped to enhance voting options for county residents. I am once again requesting
that Westmoreland County develop and implement free, widespread testing for Covid-19. The Covid infection rates at
Westmoreland Manor and throughout the county are alarming. We need testing, contact tracing and isolation of
positive and exposed persons to prevent a catastrophic outbreak in our county. For months we have been asking that
you utilize CARES Act funds for this purpose. For the commissioners to ignore this situation while infection rates
continue to rise is unacceptable. You were elected to serve the people of Westmoreland county and you can no longer sit
back and wait for “ someone else” to act to protect county residents. Recently, I became ill and had to go outside of our
county to be tested for Covid. Not all of our residents have the ability to travel for testing. We need testing sites
throughout the county. Both Excela Health and Allegheny Health Network have facilities in the county. Both providers
should be involved to assist with developing and implementing this program. Since July, we have been repeatedly
making these requests. The Covid outbreaks in our county that have caused suffering and deaths could possibly have
been prevented, if you had acted sooner to address the lack of Covid testing and contact tracing. Please act now to
implement plans for Covid-19 testing and contact tracing to prevent further community spread and deaths.
Utilize CARES Act funds to protect our residents health!
Gary Steck, North Huntingdon, as a Westmoreland County resident and a member of VOW, I am writing to request that
as commissioners of Westmoreland county, you act to prevent further spread of COVID-19 now! CARES act funds can
and SHOULD be used to provide widespread, free COVID-19 testing for county residents. We need access to Covid 19
testing and we need contact tracing to help curtail community spread of the virus. Westmoreland county was awarded
the funds under the CARES act- you as commissioners have a moral obligation to take action to protect county residents.
COVID-19 numbers continue to rise in our communities, schools and Nursing homes. Use the CARES Act funds to
provide COVID testing and do you part to curtail the spread of this virus! We have been asking for you to act on this
matter for months! If you had been proactive, maybe we would not have seen so many deaths from Covid! Our economy
cannot recover until we deal with the virus! I am immunocompromised and I am high risk for Covid 19. This issue is
personal to me! Please take action TODAY to develop and implement a widespread COVID 19 testing program! You
will forfeit the funds if you fail to act before the end of the year-what are you waiting for?
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Michael Pardus and I am a resident of Westmoreland County and a member of Voice of Westmoreland. I would like to
begin by thanking the Commissioners for responding to requests from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout
our county to facilitate the safe and timely return of mail in ballots. All eyes are on Westmoreland County as voters here
may well decide who will be our next president. But I am saddened to have to once again request that the Westmoreland
County commissioners use CARES Act funds to provide free, community wide testing and contact tracing. We have been
requesting that the commissioners take immediate action on testing and contact tracing since July, but to no avail. We
have heard repeatedly that the commissioners are "waiting to see what Harrisburg does." This excuse has never been
acceptable and demonstrates an abject failure of leadership by the commissioners who are charged with protecting
county residents. It is incumbent on Commissioners Kertes, Chew and Cerilli to step up and take swift action to protect
the lives and livelihoods of the residents of Westmoreland County.
Suzanne English; I am a resident of Westmoreland County and a member of Voice of Westmoreland.First, let me thank
you all for responding to requests from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout our county to facilitate the safe
and timely return of mail-in ballots. All eyes are on Westmoreland County as voters here may well decide who will be
our next president. As numbers across the country, including here in Pennsylvania, begin to soar, I must ask again that
you, the Westmoreland County commissioners, dedicate CARES Act funds to provide free, community-wide testing and
contact tracing. We have been requesting that the commissioners take immediate action on testing and contact tracing
since July, but to no avail. I know that you have said that you are "waiting to see what Harrisburg does." Instead of
waiting, please show leadership and take proactive steps to protect county residents. It is the responsibility of all of you,
Commissioners Cerilli, Chew and Kertes, to step up and take action to protect the lives and livelihoods of Westmoreland
County residents. With thanks for your service and confidence in your good judgment
Susan Pardus, I am a resident of Westmoreland County and a member of Voice of Westmoreland. I would like to begin
by thanking the Commissioners for responding to requests from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout our
county to facilitate the safe and timely return of mail in ballots. All eyes are on Westmoreland County as voters here may
well decide who will be our next president. But I am deeply saddened to have to once again request that the
Westmoreland County commissioners use CARES Act funds to provide free, community wide testing and contact
tracing. We have been requesting that the commissioners take immediate action on testing and contact tracing since
July, but to no avail. We have heard repeatedly that the commissioners are "waiting to see what Harrisburg does." This
excuse has never been acceptable and demonstrates an abject failure of leadership by the commissioners who are
charged with protecting county residents. It is incumbent on Commissioners Kertes, Chew and Cerilli to step up and
swift take action to protect the lives and livelihoods of Westmoreland County residents.
Clare Dooley and I am a member of Voice of Westmoreland. One of our members recently reported seeing a so-called
"Blue Lives Matter" flag hanging in the Courthouse in close proximity to the ballot drop box. I am writing to ask that the
County remove this flag, which is a violation of the US Flag code and has been adopted by white supremacists as a
counter to the Black Lives Matter movement. Of course, I support our local law enforcement, but I don't think it's
appropriate to fly this flag in our Courthouse, especially not in such close proximity to the ballot box.
Aileen Cunningham, Youngstown and I am a resident of Westmoreland County and a member of Voice of
Westmoreland. I would like to begin by thanking the Commissioners for responding to requests from VOW members to
provide drop boxes throughout our county to facilitate the safe and timely return of mail in ballots. All eyes are on
Westmoreland County as voters here may well decide who will be our next president. But I am saddened to have to once
again request that the Westmoreland County commissioners use CARES Act funds to provide free, community wide
testing and contact tracing. We have been requesting that the commissioners take immediate action on testing and
contact tracing since July, but to no avail. We have heard repeatedly that the commissioners are "waiting to see what
Harrisburg does." This excuse has never been acceptable and demonstrates an abject failure of leadership by the
commissioners who are charged with protecting county residents. It is incumbent on Commissioners Kertes, Chew and
Cerilli to step up and take action to protect the lives and livelihoods of Westmoreland County
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Sara Deegan - A Blue Lives Matter flag was spotted hanging in the Courthouse in close proximity to the ballot drop box.
I am writing to ask that the County remove this flag, which is a violation of the US Flag code. In recent times the Thin
Blue Line flag has been adopted by white supremacists as a counter to the Black Lives Matter movement. Of course, I
support our local law enforcement, but feel it's not appropriate to fly this flag in our Courthouse, especially not when it
is essentially a polling location this year. Now more than ever, symbols of unity are needed. Please, see the section
entitled “Flag Etiquette.”
https://archive.legion.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12203/9974/aa005598.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
Ernest DiMartino and I am a resident of Westmoreland County and a member of Voice of Westmoreland. I would like to
begin by thanking the Commissioners for responding to requests from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout
our county to facilitate the safe and timely return of mail in ballots. All eyes are on Westmoreland County as voters here
may well decide who will be our next president. But I am saddened to have to once again request that the Westmoreland
County commissioners use CARES Act funds to provide free, community wide testing and contact tracing. We have been
requesting that the commissioners take immediate action on testing and contact tracing since July, but to no avail. We
have heard repeatedly that the commissioners are "waiting to see what Harrisburg does." This excuse has never been
acceptable and demonstrates an abject failure of leadership by the commissioners who are charged with protecting
county residents. It is incumbent on Commissioners Kertes, Chew and Cerilli to step up and swift take action to protect
the lives and livelihoods of Westmoreland County residents.
Mike Reese, State Representative, 59th Legislative District/ Kim Ward, State Senator, 39 th Senatorial District/ George
Dunbar, State Representative, 56th Legislative District/ Eric Nelson State Representative, 57th Legislative District/ Ryan
Warner, State Representative, 52nd Legislative District/ Bob Brooks, State Representative, 54 th Legislative District/ Eric
Davanzo, State Representative, 58th Legislative District -- It is without hesitation that we support Excela Health in their
pursuit of a $10 million grant from federal Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act dollars that are
to be allocated through Westmoreland County. The coronavirus pandemic has proven to be a hardship for the Excela
system. Administrative orders related to Gov. Wolf’s emergency declaration led to hospitals across Pennsylvania
suspending elective surgeries and procedures, which froze a significant portion of Excela’s revenue. Currently, the
system is still experiencing a 25 percent decrease in emergency room visits as well as declines in inpatient admissions
and outpatient testing revenue. In addition to losing revenue, it must also be noted that COVID-19-related expenses
have been excessive and continue to grow. Between incorporating telehealth technology, increased laboratory work,
emergency pay, establishment of a COVID testing center, construction of negative airflow rooms, and the purchasing of
personal protective equipment, Excela administrators estimate that the ongoing pandemic resulted in $10 million in
additional expenses from March through June, 2020. In total, Excela Health’s financial losses due to COVID-19 were
approximately $30 Million through June 30, 2020. This is particularly troubling because Excela Health is
Westmoreland County’s largest employer. The dangerous combination of increased expenses and declining revenue has
led to a decrease in hours worked by doctors, nurses and support staff who live mostly in Westmoreland County.
Therefore, the repercussions of this financial crisis are extended to our local business community and their employees.
We recognize that COVID-19 has taken a huge financial toll on many businesses and non-profit organizations in our
county. While you are reviewing the many worthwhile applications for these dollars, for the reasons above, we believe
that Excela Health merits serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact any of us to further discuss this
matter.
Sarah Skidmore, Greensburg - Thank you for reading my public comments this morning. I was happy to volunteer last
weekend in Monessen at the mobile ballot drop box located at the probation office. It was fun thanking everyone for
voting and offering free sandwiches to anyone who came out. Voice of Westmoreland celebrates voting for ALL! As our
foundation, we promote civic engagement and celebrate actions of citizen involvement in government. Commissioners,
thank you for listening to the will of the people and providing drop boxes like the one in Monessen throughout the
county. About 50 people used the dropbox while I was there and they all commented how convenient it was. This is a
real success story for the county and I am glad we all agree that increasing access to voting benefits everyone. While I
was in Monessen to promote the dropbox and thank people for voting, I made sure to make everyone feel comfortable. I
am afraid this is not the case at the drop box at the courthouse. The blue lives matter flag by the box is in direct
violation of the US flag code. This flag is used by white supremacists as a counter to the BLM movement. How would a
person of color feel seeing that at a ballot drop box in a public building? You may have not put it there Commissioners,
but it is your responsibility to take it down so that your constituents of color feel safe voting. Our vote is our voice and
whether it is this subtle act of voter suppression or Trump's call to "watch" voters at the polls, it is your job to protect the
integrity of this election in Westmoreland County.
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Pam Curtin, Latrobe and a member of Voice of Westmoreland. I would like to begin by thanking the Commissioners for
responding to requests from VOW members to provide drop boxes throughout our county to facilitate the safe and timely
return of mail in ballots. All eyes are on Westmoreland County as voters here may well decide who will be our next
president. But I am saddened to have to once again request that the Westmoreland County commissioners use CARES
Act funds to provide free, community wide testing and contact tracing. We have been requesting that the commissioners
take immediate action on testing and contact tracing since July, but to no avail. As an educator, I am particularly
concerned for teachers, staff, and students in local schools and colleges who are being affected on a daily basis by rising
case numbers. I ask Commissioners Kertes, Chew and Cerilli to please take action to protect the lives and livelihoods of
Westmoreland County residents. Thank you for your consideration.
Mary Kay Nafaa, N. Huntingdon, PA - Seven month into COVID-19 pandemic and we are still asking for the most basic
of services; testing which is accessible and free, with quick results and contact tracing, which provides the patient good
care practices for themselves and alert those they may have infected, providing practical information and available
services. The reason for the shut-down in mid-March was to give government and health care organizations time to
create such services, so the virus could be suppressed when the community reopened. Even after money was thrown at
this problem, these services have not been provided in any systematic way. It is a shame, the lack of leadership from our
county commissioners and state representatives. We are still waiting for the most basic of services, testing and contact
tracing to mitigate the spread of the virus in our county. Please make this a top priority and stop politicking a virus that
doesn’t care who it kills, or infects. Also, please set up all services with the most marginalized and oppressed people in
our county as your target of services. If you work towards providing for their needs, it’s going to provide for the care of
everyone else. I saw evidence of a Blues Lives Matter flag in the Greensburg Courthouse lobby in close proximity to the
ballot drop box. Again, please see your actions through the eyes of the most marginalized and oppressed people in our
county. If you’ve been a victim of racial profiling or excessive force by the police, I can imagine, not feeling comfortable
passing that politicized symbol, which represents fear to you and those you love, on your way to the ballot box. Thank
you.
Commissioner Douglas W. Chew - On today’s agenda is an agreement that, if passed, would result in Noble
Environmental and Westmoreland Sanitary Landfill being able to submit a grant application for $1 million to fund a
methane connection to a nearby People’s Gas Pipeline. Although my previous work was in biochemistry, I enjoyed a
summer tour at the Landfill to learn of their activities. They have 2 major projects at present. The first is a leachate
evaporation system, which is not what is being discussed or funded today. The second is a natural gas “methane”
scrubbing and piping, which would be funded by this award, and cost-shared by the landfill. As my 2-year-old has just
discovered, our gut microbiome produces gas which we subsequently emit rectally, and every landfill is filled with
similar bacteria that produce methane from our trash. This is not new science. For years, landfills have installed
perforated pipe every so many feet to collect this gas and channel it to one area, where they simply burn it; otherwise, it
could collect around people’s homes and cause explosions. Unlike gas from a utility company, there isn’t a sulfur scent
in the methane from a landfill. Burning this methane just to be rid of it is a tremendous waste of natural gas that is
essentially produced for free by human existence. I’ve experienced first-hand what Noble is doing. They are collecting
that gas and in a 3-step process, cleaning it or “scrubbing” it free of the other byproducts from the landfill. Nitrous
oxide, volatile organic compounds, etc. are stripped and removed from the landfill gas to create compressed, pure
methane. Pure methane like this is what many county homes use for heat and for cooking. Pure methane is very
environmentally friendly relative to petroleum products such as gasoline, because there are so few contaminating
molecules that can lead to side reactions that produce unwanted, polluting products. In the right environment, pure
methane burns to 2 products: carbon dioxide and water. That being said, the hardest part in science is taking the known
and extrapolating it to the unknown. Those of us on the older side will recognize the problems of scientific
extrapolation. Consider the drug thalidomide. It was a great anti-emetic med. Works great in adults. Pregnant women
don’t like morning sickness, so if it works in adults, it’ll be ok for pregnant women, right…but we all know the outcome:
many children born with changes to their limbs. Thalidomide can’t be extrapolated to pregnant adults, because it’s a
teratogen. One of the 3 steps that scrub the landfill in Rostraver Twp is charcoal. We know that charcoal removes
organics very well. But it hasn’t been tested on every conceivable mixture. In the case of a landfill, that’s the potential
problem: no one determines the composition of every piece of trash. In the case of Noble’s Landfill, their leachate has
already been shown to destroy the normal bacterial processes in the Belle Vernon Municipal Sewage Facility, so they
were ordered to cease delivery of leachate to the sewage plant. If the unknown ingredients in the leachate can destroy
microbial ecosystems, then it is a simple leap to hypothesize that in large quantities, those unknowns could also destroy
a larger human ecosystem.
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So that begs the question, will any of those unknowns be present in the methane collection, and if so, will Noble’s 3-step
process eliminate them? There’s also a more teleological question, which is can any organization be trusted to selfpolice? Noble Environmental was recently fined about $60,000 for a series of violations this summer. Should an
independent group do some sample testing to ensure that “we-don’t-start-the-fire?” I’ve had the opportunity to hear the
issues from Rostraver residents and to tour the landfill this past summer, before this grant opportunity. I have asked
questions of the engineers that designed the system to better understand the data, and I’ve asked the owner to increase
transparency by holding an annual open house at the landfill and quarterly Q&A meetings with neighbors. I’ve
requested access for a scientist colleague and myself to test a few samples of product. Noble Environmental’s owner has
told me that he wants to be transparent and address concerns, and that he has to produce very pure methane to sell to
People’s or they will disconnect the landfill. Because of their commitment to me after our frank discussions, I have
decided to vote yes to advance this agreement and Noble’s grant application to handle the purified methane. They have
an opportunity here to be a good citizen, a good neighbor, and to be a good environmental steward by harnessing the
natural gas (or methane) which is a natural product of all landfills. I hope they live up to their commitments going
forward, so that Rostraver Township neighbors have a good commercial neighbor, not a smelly, eye sore.
Secondly, I’d like to talk about Excela Health System. On today’s agenda, we will consider authorization of a $5 million
grant to Excela Health System from the County’s CARES funding. Seven of Westmoreland County’s General Assembly
Delegation are in favor of this funding, and I ask my colleagues to also support this measure. The state and federal
governments entrusted Westmoreland County with over $31.5 million in CARES funding, to be used for grants in 7
areas. While some of those approved uses are mundane, like helping local governments and the county cover expenses
for Covid-19 response, one could argue that the main goal of the funding is economic development, a supposition
supported not only by some of the proffered purposes being small business grants and economic development
corporations, but also by the department administering the block grant, the PA Department of Community and Economic
Development. As such, my colleagues and I have sought to distribute the funds between various groups, such as small
business grants, non-profit grants, etc. While those funds distributed in Round 1 will help almost 400 businesses and
non-profits remain open during this pandemic, we must also consider the economic impact of supporting a larger
institution such as Excela. Excela Health has been a part of Westmoreland County’s non-profit community for over 100
years, and it is poised to continue as a community partner for the next 100 years. All of Excela’s senior leadership are
locals. They are our neighbors. Their kids go to our public schools. Recently, the Board of Directors had an
opportunity to conduct a national search for a new CEO, but instead, they tapped John Sphon, a Hempfield Township
resident. In hiring him, the Board noted his 30-year track record of success in the healthcare sector and his skill in
nurturing physician relationships and employee engagement. I’ve known Mr. Sphon and his Chief Medical Officer, Dr.
Carol Fox, for 10 months now, since my arrival as your servant, and from my experience at a Pittsburgh competitor, I
can tell you they are setting up Excela to be successful and independent for many years to come. I see a group of
physicians, leaders, nurses, and others who are dedicated to serving the community and every life they can touch, and if
my word isn’t enough, look at what they did when they heard our neighbors were hungry during the pandemic: the
employees of Excela dipped into their own pockets and donated $80,000 to the Westmoreland County Food Bank. The
$5 million award on today’s agenda helps keep this community asset open, but moreover, it contributes to the total
economic development of Westmoreland County. Excela’s estimated direct spending is over $620 million and the ripple
effect in the region’s economy is approximately $588 million, for a total economic benefit of over $1.2 billion. In other
words, the $5 million CARES grant to Excela keeps a $588 million economic engine humming in Latrobe, Greensburg,
Mt. Pleasant, North Huntingdon, and many other places. Excela directly employs over 4,100 personnel, which
translates into an indirect impact of over 4,400 ripple jobs in the region’s economy. Losing Excela Health would mean
women have to travel to Pittsburgh to deliver their children or worse, to prevent the loss of their unborn child if they
develop pre-eclampsia or placenta abruptio. We only need to look to our nearest southern neighbor, Fayette County, to
see how the women there have suffered since Uniontown’s hospital closed its obstetrics ward. When I worked for that
competitor in Oakland, I watched sub-specialties in medicine buy practices, like Marty Murcek’s allergy office or the
Pellis Road Rheumatology Clinic. Look around today…and where is the titan? Westmoreland has no rheumatology
outpatient clinics anymore. The Oakland titan pulled out of Murcek’s practice. Losing Excela Health would be a loss of
8,500 direct and indirect jobs, $1.2 billion in our county’s economy, and life-saving medicine necessary for our
neighbors. The average salary at Excela Health is over $70,000, well above the Westmoreland County per-capita
average income of approximately $52,000, yielding significant discretionary income that provides support to small
businesses, non-profits, and the overall economy of our region. Excela’s unwavering commitment to their community has
been on full display during this pandemic. They are the first to go into any nursing facility when the Covid cases begin
to rise. They treat first responders like they do their own staff in terms of Covid-19 testing, and that includes our staff at
Westmoreland Manor and Public Safety. They have gone any place that a need existed and contributed their supplies,
experience, and personnel.
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As someone who just came back from battling Covid-19, I can personally attest to Excela’s need in our area and the
compassion they provided those 2 weeks. We need to support them after all of the support they’ve given us. Colleagues,
Excela Health Systems stood beside us from the very first public press conference when we declared a state of
emergency. They joined us on every Covid call as our cases soared. They text and email answers to our questions 24/7.
They are helping us avoid more death at Westmoreland Manor and keeping our 911 office Covid-free. Right before
Covid-19, John Sphon and the senior leaders had brought Excela’s balance sheet into the black! Fast forward to July
and their losses and Covid expenses exceed $40 million. They didn’t come to us first; they wrote many grant
applications and secured $10.4 million. Although they’ve served as our primary healthcare provider for years, they
stepped up and have been our unwavering partner since March 17. To ensure we have a viable healthcare provider to
provide the vital services needed by those infected as we move into the second wave, it’s time for us to stand beside them.
Please consider a yay vote for the CARES grant to Excela.
Lastly, I want to give a big thank you to everyone in Westmoreland County and in the courthouse. I met 99% of you only
10 months ago, but you have welcomed me. I am grateful for my time here, and for the friendships made. I was
overwhelmed with the calls, texts, and emails that I received from this courthouse when it came out that I had caught
Covid. I am grateful to my colleagues, Commissioners Kertes and Cerilli, who canceled nearly everything for me, and
Chief Clerk Spina, Assistant Clerk Brown, and Solicitor Guiddy, who had to readjust and fix everything that had to
change, and lastly, my office Mary Humberger and Chief Cordial, who had to attend everything then send me summaries
so I didn’t get behind. You are all public servants, and I hope that I can one day repay the kindness you showed me over
those two weeks. Thank you very much.

Motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following:
Proclamation
“Be Happy, Be Brave, Be Drug Free” Theme of 2020 Red Ribbon Week
Color the World Orange Day
Eagle Scout Award Recipient
Cole Jason (CJ) Frederickson
Certificates of Special Recognition for Master Gardeners
Lucy McGinn
Teddy Emberg
MaryAnn Curley
Janet Lore

Pam Floriani
Marilyn Orr
Gwen Sheetz
Gary Thurheimer

Kit Vernakit
Maria Rubin, co-coordinator
Linda Nabuda, coordinator

15 Years
Dorothy Altman
Charles A. Schachte
Sosima D. Kistler

10 Years
Raymond Dupilka, Jr.
Steven M. Pelesky
Janice M. Carnicella
Nathan A. Pennington

Certificates of Service
30 Years
Gary S. Miscovich
20 Years
Angela Matson
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Solicitors Report
Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, Carrie Nelson, Administrator and
the Department of Financial Administration, motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it
was unanimously agreed to approve the following items for Area Agency on Aging:
(A)

Amendments to the following Vehicle Lease Agreements:
(1)

Alle-Kiski Senior Center, Inc., dated June 25, 2020 (No Cost to Westmoreland
County, Aging Services Block Grant) for “Aging Service-Vehicle Lease U-Van &
Y-Van, serving Northwestern Westmoreland County,” for the term July 1, 2020
through June 30, 2022

(2)

Westmoreland Multi Services Center, Inc., dated June 25, 2020 (No Cost to
Westmoreland County, Aging Services Block Grant) for “Aging Service-Vehicle
Lease E-Van, F-Van, L-Van & X-Van, serving Southeastern Westmoreland
County,” for the term July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022

(3)

Nutrition, Inc., dated June 25, 2020 (No Cost to Westmoreland County, Aging
Services Block Grant) for “Aging Service-Vehicle Lease H-Van & N-Van, serving
Central Westmoreland County,” for the term July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Dirk Matson, Administrator,
motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following items for Behavioral Health/Developmental Services:
(A)

Amendment to Agreement with Westmoreland CaseMangement & Supports, Inc., dated
June 24, 2019 in the amount of $57,247.00 additional (DHS $54,531.00, County $2,716.00;
New Total Agreement $3,683,171.00) for “Behavioral Health/Intellectual Disabilities:
Various Services,” for the term July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020

(B)

Agreements for the term July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021:
(1)

Center for Community Resources, in the amount of $6,000.00 (DHS $5,718.00,
County $282.00) for “Intellectual Disabilities: Supports Coordination-ID Case
Management AO-Interpreter”

(2)

Life’s Work of Western PA, in the amount of $29,165.00 (DHS $27,793.00, County
$1,372.00) for “Intellectual Disabilities: Community Participation Support”

(3)

Pathways of Southwestern Pennsylvania, Inc., in the amount of $47,452.00 (DHS
$45,219.00, County $2,233.00) for “Intellectual Disabilities: Admin Fee,
Companion Services, In-Home & Community Supports, Transportation (mile),
Public Transportation, Rec/Leisure Activities, ISO Agency with Choice,
Respite”

(4)

Tuscarora Intermediate Unit 11, in the amount of $15,000.00 (No Cost to
Westmoreland County) for “Early Intervention: Evidence Based Implementation
Grant”

October 29, 2020
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(5)

Pediatric Therapy Professionals, Inc., in the amount of $14,330.00 (DHS
$12,897.00, County $1,433.00) for “Early Intervention: Speech Pathology,
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Special Instruction”

(6)

Pathways of Southwestern Pennsylvania, Inc., in the amount of $12,447.00 (DHS
$11,203.00, County $1,244.00) for “Early Intervention: Speech Pathology,
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Special Instruction, Special
Instruction (Vision), Nutrition Support”

(7)

Resources for Human Development, Inc., in the amount of $162,578.00 (DHS
$154,925.00, County $7,653.00) for “Behavioral Health: Assertive Community
Treatment Team”

(8)

Link Computer Corporation, in the amount of $24,215.00 (DHS $23,372.00,
County $843.00) for “Behavioral Health/Intellectual Disabilitites/Health Choices
Consulting”

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, Shara Saveikis, Administrator and
the Department of Financial Administration, motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it
was unanimously agreed to approve the following items for Children’s Bureau:
(A)

Agreements for the term July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021:
(1)

Wesley Family Services (TANF, Act 148 County) for “Outpatient MH Services,
Family Support, Transportation to SCI, Aggression Replacement Training,” as
per the fee schedule

(2)

Behavior Management Consultants (TANF, Act 148, County) for “Forensic
Evaluations, Consultation, Court,” at the following rates:
$500.00/evaluation for Forensic Evaluations
$125.00/hour for Case Consultation
$150.00/hour for Court Testimony

October 29, 2020
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Amy DeMatt, Court
Administrator, motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to
approve the following items for Court Administration:
(A)

Amendments to the following Agreements, effective November 1, 2020 to require service
providers to bill insurance for all work performed under the Agreements prior to billing
Westmoreland County:
(1)

Alternative Community Engagement Solutions, LLC, dated April 23, 2020 for
“Court Ordered Mental Health Evaluations for Defendants,” for the term March
1, 2020 through February 28, 2021

(2)

Devil Dogs, dated April 23, 2020 for “Court Ordered Evaluations for Veteran
Specific Services,” for the term March 1, 2020 through February 28, 2021

(3)

Alternative Community Engagement Solutions, LLC, dated August 6, 2020 for
“Sex Offender Assessment,” for the term September 1, 2020 through August 31,
2021

(B)

Professional Services Agreement with Martone Forensic & General Psychiatric Services,
P.C., for “Court Ordered Forensic Evaluations,” in the amount $250.00/hour (for
reviewing documents, travel, conference, interviews, preparing reports, as well as
testimony/deposition time) ($300.00/hour for no show/cancellation fee) for the term October
1, 2020 through September 30, 2021

(C)

Professional Services Agreement with Behavior Management Consultants, for
“Competency & Criminal Responsibility Evaluations,” for the term January 1, 2021
through December 31, 2021, at the rate of $85.00/hour plus mileage at the current IRS
rate; $150.00/hour for Court Testimony

(D)

Agreement with King and Associates, Inc., for “Court Ordered Mental Health
Evaluations for Incarcerated Defendants,” for the term January 1, 2021 through December
31, 2021 at the following rates:
$250.00/evaluation
$100.00/hour court prep time

$50.00/hour to obtain records
$125.00/hour time in court

(E)

Agreement with Behavior Management Consultants, for “Court Ordered Mental Health
Evaluations for Incarcerated Defendants,” for the term January 1, 2021 through December
31, 2021 at the rate of $85.00/hour ($467.50/evaluation, estimated 5.5hours) $150.00/hour
for Court Testimony

(F)

Agreement with Southwest Behavioral Care, Inc., d/b/a SPHS Behavioral Health, for
“Court Assessment Services,” for the term January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 in
an amount not to exceed $65,000.00 at the following rates:
Assessment/Evaluation $75.00/hour
On-Site Testing
$6.75/specimen

(G)

Group Services
Confirmation Testing

$75.00/hour
$19.00/drug

Agreement with Kreinbrook Psychological Services, for “Psychiatric/Psychological
Diagnostic Evaluations for Incarcerated Adult Criminal Court Defendants,” in the
amount of $150.00/evaluation for the term January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021

October 29, 2020
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(H)

Agreement with Kreinbrook Psychological Services, for “Court Ordered Mental Health
Evaluations for Incarcerated Defendants,” for the term January 1, 2021 through December
31, 2021 at the rate of $150.00/evaluation

(I)

Agreements with the following licensed attorneys, for legal services representing persons for
whom representation is required under the Public Defender Act, and where conflicts prohibit
the Public Defender’s Office from doing so, for a term of twelve months beginning January 1,
2021 through December 31, 2021, with compensation in the amount of $22,500.00 plus
reimbursement of authorized expenses, for handling up to 40 assigned cases:
Timothy Miller
Valerie Veltri
James H. Robinson, Jr.
Amy L. Keim
Kenneth F. Noga

Timothy Paul Dawson
Brian D. Aston
Emily Smarto
Patricia Lynn Elliot-Rentler
Adam Gorzelsky

Approval of these Agreements is contingent upon approve by the President Judge of the
Westmoreland County Court of Common Pleas pursuant to 16 P.S. Sec. 9960.7
(J)

Termination of Conflict Counsel Agreement with Matthew Schimizzi, dated December 19,
2019, effective July 8, 2020

(K)

Agreements with the following for “Court Reporter Services,” at the rate of $50.00/hour for
real time court reporting, $40.00/hour for all other court reporting and $100.00/day for jury
trials, for the term January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021



Bonita L. “Bonnie” Bell
Kathryn “Kathy” Sileo

Total contracted amount for both shall not to exceed $10,000.00
(L)

Agreement with Eastern Door Controls, Inc., (pursuant to Co-Stars 08-413), for installation
of automatic door openers on the main door of 16 MDJ Offices in the amount of $87,775.48

(M)

Agreement with Rolling Hills Industry, Inc., for “Cleaning Services at District Justice
Offices (Bompiani, Kistler, Mansour),” for the term November 1, 2020 through March 31,
2021 in the amount of $475.00/month per office (total amount $7,125.00)

Upon review and recommendation of Alexis Bevan, Director and Melissa A. Guiddy (item E), motion was
made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the following items
for Human Resources:
(A)

Memorandum of Understanding with Westmoreland Manor/SEIU for Hazard Pay

(B)

Memorandum of Understanding with United Mine Workers of America for Hazard Pay

(C)

Approval of Agreement with Park Police Association of Westmoreland County, for the term
January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2024

October 29, 2020
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(D)

Personnel Actions:
New Hires
Kayla Mott-Laundry Worker-PT
Marcy Desak-LPN
Leanne Silvis-Food Svc Worker Temp
Jaynee Cardiff-RN
Brian Guenin-CO Caseworker II
Thomas Kozlowski III-Prob/Parole Officer I
James Spriestersbach-Asst Public Defender
Daniel Tucci IV-Tax Assessor
Jeana Wynn-Asst Records Supervisor
Vincent Cholock-Custodian Trainee Temp
Megan Osborne-Smith –Ct Asst/Monitor
Sierra Morningstar-Ct Asst/Monitor
Meghan Smirga-TCO
Courtney White-TCO
Madisyn Kush-TCO Trainee Temp
Justin Schumaker-TCO Trainee Temp
David Johnston-TCO Trainee Temp
Rachel Muchoney-TCO Trainee Temp
Michael Peters-TCO Trainee Temp
Christian Lake-TCO Trainee Temp
Robert Patricelli-Corr Ofcr-PT
Christopher Delisi-Corr Ofcr-PT
Beth Brady-Corr Ofcr-PT
Madeline Smith-Corr Ofcr-PT
Cody Revitsky-Corr Ofcr-PT
Mark Brenner-Corr Ofcr-PT
Anthony Pettinato-Corr Ofcr-PT
Barbara Metz-Nursing Supervisor
R. Domer Burk-LPN
Haley Nickelson-LPN
McCall Chafin – Courts
Corey Chrisman – Parks
Morgan Stairs – Temp/Elections
Tina Lunn – Tax Assessment
Lacey Perry – HR coordinator
CeCelia Martz – Temp/Elections
Amber Wannamaker – Children’s Bureau
Rehires
Tiffany Grimm
Stacy Pastor – Parks

October 29, 2020
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Resignations
Justin Miney-Caseworker
Jolene Jenkins-Unit Clerk
Michelle Helkowski-Nurses Aide
Jaime Bowman-Nurses Aide
Haylee Grimm-Nurses Aide
Holly Price-CO Caseworker I
Natasha Williams-Juv Ser Wrkr-Temp
Sierra Morningstar-Ct Asst/Monitor
James Sonafelt-Seasonal Worker
Aaron Thoma-TCO
Laurie Zimmers-Tax Clerk
Ranelle Smith-Registrar
Eliot Manns-Maint Aide Temp
Monica DeFloria-Parks Asst
Heather Simma-Unit Clerk
Isaac Goodwin – Temp/Parks
Darlene Roberts – Temp/Elections
William Brett – 911 Public Safety
Scott Sistek – Election Bureau
Stephanie Swanton – Children’s Bureau
Kaitlyn Piper – Juvenile Detention
Sierra Moore – Juvenile Detention
End of Temps
Monique Balmer-Unit Assistant Trainee Temp
Terminations
Jennifer Converso-Inservice Instructor
DeShawn Bonner-Corr Ofcr-PT
Tiffany Mears – Prison
Retirements
Diane Testa-Chief Finance Officer
Katherine Shemak-Fiscal Assistant
Pamela Stringhill-Custodian
Maria Hopson-Dist Justice Secy II
Patrick Michaels-Prob/Parole Ofcr III
Barbara Caudil-Custodian
Carol Wisniewski – District Judge
Margaret Messer – Public Works
Richard Matson – Behavioral Health/ Developmental Services
John Walton – Prison
Matthew Brumfield – Parks
Cynthia Hribal – Prison
RTW From Furlough
David Mooney-Receptionist-PT(Prison)

October 29, 2020
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(E)

Renew life insurance, AD&D and disability coverage with Mutual of Omaha to provide
group life, accidental death and dismemberment and disability insurance effective January 1,
2021 at the following rates:
Mutual of Omaha
Line of Coverage
Rate
Life - Active and Retired Employees
$ .23 per $1,000
AD&D – Active Employees
$ .02 per $1,000
Disability – Active Employees
$ .34 per $100 of covered payroll

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Scott Ross, Director, motion
was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the following
items for Information Systems:
(A)

Record Access Agreement for computer terminal access to Courthouse records as per fee
schedule, effective the date of the Agreement through June 30, 2021, with automatic renewal,
with the following and authorize the Director of Information Systems to execute contract
documents on behalf of the County:


(B)

Eastern Props

Renewal of Professional Service Agreement with Link Computer, to provide Firewall,
Router, Server, AS/400 and Network configuration assistance on an as needed basis for the
term of November 13, 2020 through November 12, 2021, at the on-site hourly rate of $115.00
plus approved travel expenses as incurred in accordance with the County’s employee travel
policy. Total contract is not to exceed $15,000.00. Expenses will be divided as follows:
Westmoreland County Information Systems
Domestic Relations
Recorder of Deeds
Westmoreland Manor

$10,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$3,000.00

(C)

Renewal Maintenance Agreement with CA Technologies, a Broadcom Company for “CA
2E for iSeries 400,” for a three year term, October 30, 2020 through October 28, 2022 in the
amount of $31,500.00. (Year 1 $9,000.00; Years 2 & 3 are $11,250.00)

(D)

Acceptance of Quote from Link Computer Corp, for a new Power 9 server to replace the
Power 7 server in the amount of $53,977.35, (pursuant to Co-Stars 003-040); this is pursuant
to Resolution #R-56-2020, approved October 13, 2020, as part of the computer equipment
and software to improve County telework capabilities

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Henry Fontana, Chief, motion
was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the following
item for Park Police:
(A)

Extend Agreement with Kiski Valley Uniforms, approved October 31, 2019 for “Uniforms
for Park Police, (Bid 19-39), for an additional one year term, January 1, 2021 through
December 31, 2021, at the same rates; this is the first of two one-year extensions

October 29, 2020
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Jason Rigone, Director,
motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following items for Planning:
(A)

Subrecipient Agreements; funding is provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) through its Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
There are no costs to the County.

ACTIVITY
CODE

SUBRECIPIENT

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

AMOUNT

20-03

Westmoreland Community Action

PSH--Families

$50,000

20-04

Westmoreland Community Action

PSH-Mental Health Individuals

$26,000

20-05

Union Mission

Permanent Supportive Housing

$14,000

20-09

Export Borough

Street Reconstruction

$113,805

20-10

City of Greensburg

Recreational Facilities

$83,000

20-11

Hempfield Township

Street Reconstruction

$181,625

20-12

Hempfield Township

Removal of Architectural Barriers

$53,750

20-15

Mt. Pleasant Borough

Fire Station Apron Replacement

$78,000

20-16

North Irwin Borough

Street Reconstruction

$135,569

20-17

Penn Township

Removal of Architectural Barriers

$225,250

20-18

South Greensburg Borough

Street Reconstruction

$29,725

20-19

Trafford Borough

Street Reconstruction

$138,540

20-20

Unity Township

Removal of Architectural Barriers

$107,670

20-21

Vandergrift Borough

Street Reconstruction

$119,111

20-22

Youngstown Borough

Storm Water Facilities

$76,000

20-23

Youngwood Borough

Removal of Architectural Barriers

$95,200

(B)

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Westmoreland County Drug Treatment
Court, to define the terms and conditions under which FY 2020 CDBG funding will be used
for the overall administration of the Drug Treatment Court program. This program provides
intensive judicial oversight, court supervision, and case management for persons involved in
the criminal justice system that demonstrate a need for drug and alcohol and mental health
treatment.

(C)

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Westmoreland County Department of
Public Works (DPW), to define the terms and conditions under which FY 2020 CDBG grant
funding will be provided to DPW for ADA improvements to walkways and parking facilities,
and for the replacement of an existing non-accessible restroom facility at Northmoreland
Park.

October 29, 2020
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(D)

Grant Agreements with the following subgrantees for the provision of services under the
County’s Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) program for FY 2020. The purpose of the grant
is to provide certain homeless assistance activities to persons living in the County. The
following is a list of the subgrantees and the amount of ESG funds to be awarded:
Shelter Activities
Alle-Kiski Area Hope Center
The Blackburn Center
Connect, Inc.
Union Mission of Latrobe

$15,000.00
$39,500.00
$80,000.00
$34,500.00

Homeless Prevention Activities
Westmoreland County Housing Authority

$60,000.00

Rapid Rehousing Activities
Union Mission of Latrobe

$50,338.00

(E)

Service Agreement with the Redevelopment Authority of the County of Westmoreland to
provide financial management services for CDBG and HOME grant programs and services
relating to community development and affordable housing programs, for a term of one year,
beginning May 1, 2020 with a maximum allowance of $165,000.00 for services rendered
during this period. Funding is provided through the PA Act 137 Affordable Housing Trust
Fund.

(F)

Cooperation Agreement with the City of Greensburg, in the amount of $10,000.00 for
Planning to provide those services set forth in the Greensburg Blight Inventory and Mapping
Project Proposal.

(G)

Agreement with Denny Puko, Planning Consultant, LLC in the amount of $50.00 per hour,
not to exceed $1,000.00, for Planning to provide mapping services for Rostraver Township’s
comprehensive plan.

Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and John Walton, Warden, motion
was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the following
items for the Prison:
(A)

Agreement with Family Services of Western Pennsylvania, in an amount not to exceed
$15,960.00 for 2021 and $16,080.00 for 2022 (No cost to Westmoreland County; funding
provided through the Inmates Welfare Fund), for a "Parent Education Program for Inmates",
for the period of January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022

(B)

Agreement with Family Services of Western Pennsylvania, in an amount not to exceed
$15,960.00 for 2021 and $16,080.00 for 2022 (No cost to Westmoreland County; funding
provided through the Inmates Welfare Fund), for an "Emotions Management Program", for
the period of January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022

(C)

Sixth Amendment to Master Services Agreement with Global Tel*Link Corporation,
awarded September 7, 2017 for GTL to provide the Covid-19 Free Video Visitation Program
from November 1, 2020 through November 30, 2020. During this period, each inmate at the
Prison will receive one (1) free video visit, per week, for a duration of up to ten (10) minutes
per free video visit, at no cost to the County

October 29, 2020
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Roland Mertz, Director,
motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following items for Public Safety:
(A)

Resolution #R-58-2020, approving the 2020 Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation plan
as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of the County
RESOLUTION #R-58-2020
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF WESTMORLAND ADOPTING
THE WESTMORELAND COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the municipalities of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania (hereinafter “County”) are most vulnerable to
natural and human-made hazards, which may result in loss of life and property, economic hardship, and threats to public health and
safety; and
WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, (hereinafter “DMA 2000”) requires state and local
governments to develop and submit for approval to the President a mitigation plan that outlines processes for identifying their
respective natural hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities; and
WHEREAS, the County acknowledges the requirement of Section 322 of DMA 2000 to have an approved Hazard
Mitigation Plan as a prerequisite to receiving post-disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds; and
WHEREAS, the Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the Westmoreland Emergency
Management Agency in cooperation with other County departments, local municipal officials, and the citizens of the County; and
WHEREAS, a public involvement process consistent with the requirements of DMA 2000 was conducted to develop the
Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan recommends mitigation activities that will reduce losses
to life and property affected by both natural and human-made hazards that face the County and its municipal governments.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that:
1.

The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do adopt the 2020 Westmoreland County
Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan of the County; and

2.

The respective officials and agencies of the County identified in the implementation strategy of the 2020
Westmoreland County Hazard Mitigation Plan are hereby directed to execute the recommended activities
assigned to them.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being present.

October 29, 2020
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(B)

Amendment #2 to Professional Services Agreement with Mission Critical Partners, dated
May 2, 2019 for additional services to include upgraded Computer Aided Dispatch
Technology for Next Generation 911 (NG911) and GIS integration services in an amount not
to exceed $70,000.00 additional, including expenses (new total agreement $670,000.00);
funded by 2019 Bond; 15% 911 Surcharge interconnectivity funding

(C)

Issuance of Purchase Order with Dell Marketing, in the amount of $59,463.74 (pursuant to
Co-Stars 003-051) for a backup CAD server for the Department of Public Safety; funded by
2019 Bond

(D)

Professional Services Agreement with Comtech (TeleCommunications Systems, Inc., a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Comtech Telecommunications Corp) to allow for VPN
connectivity with the phone system, in the amount of $1,046.00 for Service Installation
Services and in the amount of $3,748.00 for annual recurring maintenance and monitoring for
the initial term; the initial project fees total $4,794.00, for the term of twelve months
following the acceptance date and will automatically renew for successive one year periods;
final approval subject to Solicitor review; this project is 15% 911 Surcharge interconnectivity
funding

October 29, 2020
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Greg McCloskey, Director,
motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following items for Public Works:
(A)

Amended Reimbursement Agreement R17120008-3 for the Westmoreland County Bridge
#29 Brewery Bridge (Ligonier Street, Latrobe) project, to supplement additional funding
including an increase in the total project cost from $2,539,500.00 to $3,005,000.00 and
updated Exhibit T for the construction, utility and right-of-way phases, and further approve
Resolution #R-59-2020, designating signature authority to the Chairman of the Board of
Commissioner to sign the Agreement and authorize the Director of Public Works to
electronically execute this Agreement in the PennDot electronic Reimbursement Agreement
System (RAS) on behalf of the Chairman
RESOLUTION #R-59-2020

WHEREAS, the County of Westmoreland desires to amend the terms of Standard Bridge Reimbursement Grant
Agreement #R17120008 and Amendments 1 and 2 thereto, as previously approved by Resolutions #R-50-2017, #R-102019 and #R-23-2020.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland,
Pennsylvania as follows:

1.

That the Board hereby approves the Letter of Amendment 2 to the Standard Bridge Reimbursement Grant
Agreement Amendment #R17120008-2, including an increase in the total project cost from $2,539,500.00 to
$3,005,000.00 and updated Exhibit T.

2.

That the Chairman of the Westmoreland County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to execute
Amendment 3 and the Chief Clerk is authorized to attest to such execution on behalf of the County of
Westmoreland thereon.

3.

That the Director of Public Works is authorized to electronically execute Amendment 3 in the PennDOT
electronic Reimbursement Agreement System on behalf of the Chairman.

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland, Pennsylvania, this 29th
day of October, 2020.

(B)

Service Solution with Johnson Controls, for “Comprehensive Service-Westmoreland
County Regional Youth Services Center,” for the term October 1, 2020 through September
30, 2021; pursuant to State Contract #4400015469, in the amount of $5,700.00 plus parts and
labor

(C)

Service Solution with Johnson Controls, for “Comprehensive Service-Westmoreland
County Road Garage,” for the term October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021; pursuant
to State Contract #4400015469, in the amount of $4,700.00/per year plus parts and labor

October 29, 2020
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(D)

Acceptance of Westmoreland County Cooperative Extension Association’s 90 day written
notification to terminate an agreement with the County dated September 9, 2004 and remove
the wind turbine demonstration project per the terms of the agreement at a reimbursable cost
to the County of $7,970.00 by the Penn State Extension

(E)

Project Specific ECMS Agreement L00541 with Gibson Thomas Engineering Company, Inc.
in the amount of $163,112.97 to perform Construction Inspection for the Ligonier Street
Brewery Bridge replacement project. Also authorize Mr. Greg P. McCloskey, Director, Public
Works, to electronically execute this agreement in the PA DOT ECMS System. This project is
funded 80% Federal and 20% Local (Act 13).

(F)

Change Order #7 to Agreement with Curry & Kepple, dated July 25, 2019 for “Twin Lakes
Park Rehabilitation,” (Bid 19-27) in the reduced amount of -$3,496.50 (New Total Agreement
$562,670.00) due to a change in work in regards to timber edging.

(G)

Approval of purchase order with MRC Recreation, in the amount of $62,207.21, (pursuant to
Co-Stars 014-005) for play structures at Mammoth Park and Twin Lakes Park, as well as Wood
Fiber Safety Surfacing for both locations

(H)

Approval of purchase order with Recreation Resources USA, in the amount $28,750.00,
(pursuant to Co-Stars 14-74) for acquisition of twelve sets of low rise bleachers and twelve
sets of player benches to social distance at baseball fields and all-purpose fields at county
parks

(I)

Acceptance of quote from Motorola Solutions for 23 APX 4000 portable radios in the
amount of $66,686.36 pursuant to State Contract #440016317

(J)

Bids for “LED Fixture/Bulbs for the Courthouse Parking Garage,” (Bid 20-46), were
opened on October 20, 2020:
Scott Electric
Denney Electric Supply
IBA Led LLC
Frankl Electric Inc.

$39,445.00
$29,050.00
$9,990.00 - Rejected
$53,716.25

Award bid to Denney Electric Supply, being the lowest bidder and meeting specifications in the
amount of $29,050.00; this project is funded by 2019 Bond
Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Deborah T. Chiado, Director,
motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following item for the Tax Office:
(A)

Sale of the following properties from the Repository of Unsold Properties pursuant to Section
627 of the Real Estate Tax Sale Law (72 P.S.§5860.627):
Date
9.22.2020
10.20.2020

October 29, 2020

Map Number
14-01-16-4-047
02-02-07-0-065

Location
City of Jeannette
City of Arnold
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, motion was made by Mr. Chew,
seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve items A through Q for Westmoreland
County:
(A)

Exoneration of County taxes, interest, penalties and Tax Claim Bureau Fees on property
owned by Todd A. and JoAnn Pollo, being Tax Map No. 39-02-01-0-084 for the years 20062011, 2016, 2018 and 2019. Exonerations have been granted by the Borough of West Newton
and Yough School District. Exoneration is contingent upon the Borough of West Newton
acquiring this parcel.

(B)

Amendment to Engagement Letter with The Arbitrage Group, Inc., dated February 7, 2019
to add determination of the arbitrage earnings for the period March 14, 2019 through March
1, 2020 in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00
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(C)

Resolution #R-60-2020 authorizing a virtual County Auction of surplus property, including
vehicles and surplus equipment, on November 16, 2020 and further authorizing an Agreement
with Bill Anderson Auctioneers LLC, for conducting the Auction, including the following
compensation and expenses:
$10.00/ per vehicle, which includes Auctioneer Fee, Clerk Fee and Cashier Fee
Advertising: Actual Cost
Credit Card Transaction Fee: 2.75 %
The Online auction company fee is a 10% buyers premium which will be added to the final bid
price and paid by the buyer.
RESOLUTION #R-60-2020

WHEREAS, the Westmoreland County Purchasing Department has compiled a list of surplus property, including
excess and obsolete vehicles and equipment that are owned by the County of Westmoreland (“County”), but no longer needed
or serviceable for County use, and the County desires to dispose of such surplus property; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners estimates the sale value of the County-owned surplus personal property to
be at least one thousand dollars; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined the most efficient means of selling such surplus personal
property is by auction; and
WHEREAS, due to the present surge of COVID-19 cases within Westmoreland County and the need to social
distance, the Board of Commissioners has determined that it is best to have the auction conducted virtually in order to protect
the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the County and those employed by the County.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland as follows:
1.
Sale of the above-mentioned surplus property as compiled by the County Purchasing Department, including
excess and obsolete vehicles and equipment, owned by the County but no longer needed or serviceable for County use, is
authorized to be made by auction to the highest and best bidders thereon.
2.

Advertisement of the auction sale shall be made in accordance with Section 1805 of the County Code.

3.

The auction shall be scheduled for 9:00 A.M. on Monday, November 16, 2020.

4.
A contract is hereby authorized to retain the services of Bill Anderson Auctioneers, LLC. of Export,
Pennsylvania, to serve as auctioneer for the November 16, 2020 auction under the following terms of compensation:
$10.00/ per vehicle, which includes Auctioneer Fee, Clerk Fee and Cashier Fee
Advertising: Actual Cost
Credit Card Transaction Fee: 2.75%
The online auction company fee is a 10% buyers’ premium, which will be added to the final bid price and paid by the
buyer(s).
5.
The auction is to be conducted virtually in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of
the County and those employed by the County due to the present surge of COVID-19 cases within the County and the need to
social distance.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being present.
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(D)

Exercising the first of four renewal options of the Enterprise Fleet Management
Agreement, (Bid 19-44), approved November 22, 2019; for the term January 1, 2021 through
December 31, 2021. All other terms and conditions remain the same.

(E)

Change Orders to Agreement with TBI Contracting, Inc., approved April 2, 2020, for
“Summer Kitchen-Westmoreland Conservation District,” (Bid 20-11) as follows:
(1)

Change Order #1 in the amount of $2,728.00 additional (New Total Agreement
$149,659.00) for upgrade to dry sump and hardwire of exterior camera system

(2)

Change Order #2 to grade and seed an area adjacent to the pavilion (No Cost)

(3)

Change Order #3 in the amount of $704.00 additional (New Total Agreement
$150,363.00) to install photo cell and wiring for LED ceiling lights in pavilion

(4)

Change order #4 to modifying plumbing system (No Cost)

This project is funded by the Westmoreland Conservation District
(F)

License Agreement with Cyril H. Wecht and Pathology Associates for use of autopsy
suite/morgue and body receiving area/garage at Westmoreland County Coroner's office for
twelve months commencing January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. The license fee is
$30,000.00 per the term payable in monthly installments of $2,500.00.

October 29, 2020

23

www.co.westmoreland.pa.us

(G)

Bank Resolution #R-61-2020, with Somerset Trust Company for a new account for
Westmoreland County
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(H)

Resolution #R-62-2020, authorizing expenditure under the County Relief Block Grant,
pursuant to the Westmoreland CARES Small Business Support Grant Program in the total
amount of $25,000.00 and approving agreement with Chuckwagon, LTD
RESOLUTION #R-62-2020

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”),
the U.S. Department of the Treasury transferred funds to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cover costs of the
Commonwealth including (1) necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); (2) not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of the date of
enactment of this section for the State or government; and (3) incurred from March 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, under Article 1-C entitled Emergency COVID-19 Response, Subarticle D, Section 130-C, entitled
County Block Grant of the Act of May 29, 2020 (the “Act”), the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the
Department of Community and Economic Development, as the Grantor was authorized to distribute funding to counties, such
as Westmoreland, for the following purposes:
(1) offsetting the cost of direct county response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19;
(2) small business grant programs to support businesses with fewer than 100 employees and to support
businesses and other entities that are primarily engaged in the tourism industry;
(3) grant programs to support the following entities for costs related to assisting businesses during the
COVID-19 disaster emergency;
(i) certified economic development organizations;
(ii) local development districts;
(iii) industrial resource centers;
(iv) small business development centers;
(v) economic development corporations;
(4) assistance to cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships located within the County for response
and planning efforts related to COVID-19;
(5) behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment services;
(6) nonprofit assistance programs for entities that are an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) or
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
(7) broadband internet deployment with priority given to unserved or underserved areas; and
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has made available to the County, as Grantee, $31,508,670.00 (the “Grant
Fund”), pursuant to the COVID-19 County Relief Block Grant, for eligible project costs incurred between March 1, 2020
and December 30, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, by Resolution #R-41-2020, the Board of Commissioners established the Westmoreland CARES
Small Business Support Grant Program (the “Grant Program”) in the amount of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) from

the Grant Fund to assist small businesses affected by the COVID-19 public health crisis; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners established an application process for the Grant Program and now
wish to authorize an expenditure under the Grant Program and to approve a Subrecipient Agreement for Covid-19
County Relief Block Grant Funds with the following eligible applicant: Chuckwagon, LTD.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED
that:
The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do hereby authorize an expenditure under
the County Relief Block Grant, pursuant to the Westmoreland CARES Small Business Support Grant Program, totaling
$25,000.00, and approve a Subrecipient Agreement for Covid-19 County Relief Block Grant Funds with Chuckwagon,
LTD.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being
present.

(I)

Stipulation of Settlement in the tax assessment appeal of Great Latrobe School District for
property owned by Joseph & Linda Camp (as of May 16, 2019) and Derik C. & Jessica L.
Lutterman (prior to May 16, 2019) located in Unity Township, Greater Latrobe School
District, Westmoreland County, No. 5356 of 2019 for tax years 2020 and 2021. The assessed
value shall be determined by applying the common level ratio established by the State Tax
Equalization Board.
Tax Map No. 61-12-10-0-152
Year
Proposed Market Value
2020
$541,667.00
2021
$541,985.00

STEB Ratio
14.4%
13.1%

Resulting Assessment
$78,000.00
$71,000.00

Taxes for the years noted above are determined upon the foregoing assessment values. The
County Solicitor shall be authorized to execute Court documents to implement such
settlement

October 29, 2020

26

www.co.westmoreland.pa.us

(J)

Resolution #R-63-2020, amending Resolution #R-53-2020 to reflect an increase in the
authorized expenditure under the County Relief Block Grant, for video conferencing
equipment for two new video conferencing rooms at the Westmoreland County Prison, from
the total amount of $10,999.36 to $13,753.44.
RESOLUTION #R-63-2020

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”),
the U.S. Department of the Treasury transferred funds to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cover costs of the
Commonwealth including (1) necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); (2) not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of the date of
enactment of this section for the State or government; and (3) incurred from March 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, under Article 1-C entitled Emergency COVID-19 Response, Subarticle D, Section 130-C, entitled
County Block Grant of the Act of May 29, 2020 (the “Act”), the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the
Department of Community and Economic Development, as the Grantor was authorized to distribute funding to counties, such
as Westmoreland, for the following purposes:
(1) offsetting the cost of direct county response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19;
(2) small business grant programs to support businesses with fewer than 100 employees and to support
businesses and other entities that are primarily engaged in the tourism industry;
(3) grant programs to support the following entities for costs related to assisting businesses during the
COVID-19 disaster emergency;
(i) certified economic development organizations;
(ii) local development districts;
(iii) industrial resource centers;
(iv) small business development centers;
(v) economic development corporations;
(4) assistance to cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships located within the County for response
and planning efforts related to COVID-19;
(5) behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment services;
(6) nonprofit assistance programs for entities that are an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) or
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
(7) broadband internet deployment with priority given to unserved or underserved areas; and
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has made available to the County, as Grantee, $31,508,670.00 (the “Grant
Fund”), pursuant to the COVID-19 County Relief Block Grant, for eligible project costs incurred between March 1, 2020
and December 30, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, by Resolution #R-53-2020, the County authorized expenditures under the County Relief Block
Grant totaling $10,996.36 for the acquisition of video conferencing equipment for two new video conferencing rooms at
the Westmoreland County Prison, needed to offset the cost of Westmoreland County’s direct response, planning and
outreach efforts related to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, the cost of the acquisition of video conferencing equipment for the two new video conferencing
rooms at the Westmoreland County Prison totals $13,753.44.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED
that:
The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do hereby authorize expenditures under the
County Relief Block Grant totaling $13,753.44, as opposed to the previously approved $10,996.36 for video
conferencing equipment for the two new video conferencing rooms at the Westmoreland County Prison, needed to offset
the cost of Westmoreland County’s direct response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being
present.

(K)

Satisfaction of Mortgage between John A. Copeland and the County, recorded August 9,
2016, in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania at
Instrument Number 201608090025117.

(L)

Project Modification to Grant Award from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime &
Delinquency, approved September 17, 2020 in the amount of $79,770.00 additional, (New
Total Grant Award $267,315.00) for “Coronavirus Relief-Westmoreland County,” for the
project period January 20, 2020 through December 31, 2021

(M)

Memorandum of Understanding with Westmoreland Human Opportunities, Inc., d/b/a
Westmoreland Community Action for use of designated space at the Department of Public
Works for WCA’s Christmas Gifts for Kids Program beginning November 23, 2020 through
December 23, 2020
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(N)

Resolution #R-64-2020, approving in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
as amended, an issuance of tax exempt and taxable revenue bonds (2020 Bonds) by the
Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority for the Health System Revenue
Bonds Series 2020 for the Excela Health Project in an amount not to exceed of
$115,000,000.00 to refinance existing debt, to fund capital expenditures, to reimburse for
prior capital expenditures related to the project, to refund any necessary reserves and to pay
all or a portion of the cost of issuance; approval is made after a duly advertised public hearing
by the Authority on behalf of the County held on October 19, 2020 and approval of the
issuance of the 2020 Bonds does not constitute a debt or obligation of the County of
Westmoreland and the issuance of the 2020 Bonds does not obligate the taxing power of the
County of Westmoreland in any way. Further authorizing the execution of the Certificate of
Applicable Elected Representatives of Westmoreland County.
RESOLUTION #R-64-2020

WHEREAS, the Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 1982 (“TEFRA”) requires the approval of a
“governmental unit” on behalf of which an issue of industrial development authority bonds are to be issued or reissued in
order for the interest thereof to qualify for the exemption from federal income taxation contained in Section 103(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended; and
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland is the Governmental Unit, as
defined in TEFRA, required to approve notes and bonds issued or reissued by the Westmoreland County Industrial
Development Authority (the “Authority”); and
WHEREAS, the Authority has heretofore advertised for, and conducted a public hearing with respect to the
following project (the “Project”):
Excela Health (the “Borrower”) has requested the Authority to issue its bonds, tax-exempt and taxable, in
several series to be designated “Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority Health System
Revenue Bonds, Series 2020 (Excela Health Project)” or such other designation as the Authority deems
appropriate, in a maximum principal amount not to exceed $115,000,000 (collectively, the “Bonds”). The
proceeds of the Bonds, together with other available funds, will be used to finance all or a portion of the costs of
a project consisting of (a) refunding the following series of bonds: (i) Westmoreland County Industrial
Development Authority, Adjustable Rate Demand Health System Revenue Bonds, Series 2005A (Excela Health
Project); (ii) Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority, Adjustable Rate Demand Health System
Revenue Bonds, Taxable Series 2005D (Excela Health Project); (iii) Westmoreland County Industrial
Development Authority Health System Revenue Bonds, Series 2010A (Excela Health Project) and (iv) the
Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority, Health System Revenue Bonds, Series 2010B (Excela
Health Project); (b) constructing, acquiring and equipping certain renovations, additions, improvements and
other capital expenditures relating to the health care facilities of the Corporation and its affiliated hospitals
devoted to their respective exempt activities (collectively, the “Capital Projects”); (c) reimbursing the
Corporation for prior capital expenditures related to the Capital Projects; (d) funding any necessary reserves;
and (e) paying all or a portion of the costs of issuance (collectively, the “Project”); and.
WHEREAS, the approval of the Project and of the issuance of the Bonds by the Authority does not
constitute a debt or obligation of the County of Westmoreland and does not obligate the faith and credit or
taxing power of the County in any way.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT HEREBY IS
RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland, Pennsylvania, do hereby find
and determine that the Project will accomplish the public purpose of the Act of August 23, 1967, P.L. 251, known as the
“Economic Development Financing Law,” and will serve to enhance the economic well-being of the County and its
citizens and hereby approve the financing of the Project for the purposes of TEFRA.
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RESOLVED, that the Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority be and it hereby is authorized
to assist in the financing of the project.
RESOLVED, that the Westmoreland County Industrial Development Authority be and it hereby is authorized
to sell or otherwise issue the Bonds for the financing of the Project, in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed
$115,000,000.
DULY ADOPTED AND ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Westmoreland, this
29th day of October, 2020.
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(O)

Resolution #R-65-2020, authorizing expenditures under the County Relief Block Grant,
including (1) acceptance of quote from Motorola Solutions for 23 APX 4000 portable radios
in the amount of $66,686.36 pursuant to State Contract #440016317 (Public Safety, item 10
(E)); (2) acquisition of twelve sets of low rise bleachers and twelve sets of player benches to
social distance at baseball fields and all-purpose fields at county parks in the amount of
$28,750.00 pursuant to Co-Stars 14-74, with Recreation Resources USA (Public Works item
11 (H)); (3) miscellaneous acquisition of one smart phone video microphone and one lapel
microphone in the amount of $73.00; (4) acquisition of sixteen video door intercoms to limit
the number of people in the MDJ offices in order to social distance in the amount of
$3,200.00; and (5) installation of automatic door openers on the main doors of all MDJ
offices in the amount of $87,775.48; pursuant to Co-Stars 08-413, Eastern Door Controls,
Inc. (Court Administration item 4 (L))
RESOLUTION #R-65-2020

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”), the
U.S. Department of the Treasury transferred funds to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cover costs of the Commonwealth
including (1) necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19); (2) not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of the date of enactment of this section for the State or
government; and (3) incurred from March 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, under Article 1-C entitled Emergency COVID-19 Response, Subarticle D, Section 130-C, entitled County
Block Grant of the Act of May 29, 2020 (the “Act”), the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the Department of
Community and Economic Development, as the Grantor was authorized to distribute funding to counties, such as Westmoreland, for
the following purposes:
(1)

offsetting the cost of direct county response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19;

(2) small business grant programs to support businesses with fewer than 100 employees and to support businesses
and other entities that are primarily engaged in the tourism industry;
(3) grant programs to support the following entities for costs related to assisting businesses during the COVID-19
disaster emergency;
(i) certified economic development organizations;
(ii) local development districts;
(iii) industrial resource centers;
(iv) small business development centers;
(v) economic development corporations;
(4) assistance to cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships located within the County for response and
planning efforts related to COVID-19;
(5) behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment services;
(6)

nonprofit assistance programs for entities that are an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) or

501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
(7) broadband internet deployment with priority given to unserved or underserved areas; and
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WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has made available to the County, as Grantee, $31,508,670.00 (the “Grant Fund”),
pursuant to the COVID-19 County Relief Block Grant, for eligible project costs incurred between March 1, 2020 and
December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, through the Grant Fund, the County wishes to authorize expenditures under the County Relief Block
Grant including (1) acceptance of quote from Motorola Solutions for 23 APX 4000 portable radios in the amount of $66,686.36
pursuant to State Contract #440016317; (2) acquisition of twelve sets of low rise bleachers and twelve sets of player benches to
social distance at baseball fields and all-purpose fields at county parks in the amount of $28,750.00 pursuant to Co-Stars 14-74,
with Recreation Resources USA; (3) miscellaneous acquisition of one smart phone video microphone and one lapel
microphone in the amount of $73.00; (4) acquisition of sixteen video door intercoms to limit the number of people in the MDJ
offices in order to social distance in the amount of $3,200.00; and (5) installation of automatic door openers on the main doors
of all MDJ offices in the amount of $87,775.48; pursuant to Co-Stars 08-413, Eastern Door Controls, Inc., each item needed to
offset the cost of Westmoreland County’s direct response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that:
The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do hereby authorize expenditures under the
County Relief Block Grant including (1) acceptance of quote from Motorola Solutions for 23 APX 4000 portable radios in the
amount of $66,686.36 pursuant to State Contract #440016317; (2) acquisition of twelve sets of low rise bleachers and twelve
sets of player benches to social distance at baseball fields and all-purpose fields at county parks in the amount of $28,750.00
pursuant to Co-Stars 14-74, with Recreation Resources USA; (3) miscellaneous acquisition of one smart phone video
microphone and one lapel microphone in the amount of $73.00; (4) acquisition of sixteen video door intercoms to limit the
number of people in the MDJ offices in order to social distance in the amount of $3,200.00; and (5) installation of automatic
door openers on the main doors of all MDJ offices in the amount of $87,775.48; pursuant to Co-Stars 08-413, Eastern Door
Controls, Inc., each needed to offset the cost of Westmoreland County’s direct response, planning and outreach efforts related
to COVID-19.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being present.
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(P)

Resolution #R-66-2020, authorizing the execution of a Cooperation Agreement with the
Redevelopment Authority of the County of Westmoreland and Noble Environmental,
concerning the application for a grant under the Budget Offices Redevelopment Assistance
Capital Program for the construction of a biogas distribution plant at the Westmoreland
County Sanitary Landfill-Noble. The County authorizes the submission of a $1,000,000
grant application to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of Budget RACP. The
County designates the Authority to act as an Agent for the County and as grant administrator.
The grant will be distributed to Noble (sub-grantee). The local match will be the
responsibility of Noble and not the Authority or the County.
RESOLUTION #R-66-2020

WHEREAS, Noble Environmental, Inc., the Recipient, (“Noble”) has requested the County of Westmoreland
(the “County”) to file an application with the Pennsylvania Office of the Budget (the "Budget Office") for a grant (the
"Grant") for the Biogas Development, Westmoreland County Sanitary Landfill-Noble (Project Itemization Acts of
2009-041 and 2017-052) in the amount of $1,000,000.00 pursuant to the Budget Office's Redevelopment Assistance
Capital Program (the "RACP Program"); and
WHEREAS, the Grant is to be used to defray a portion of the costs of various development and construction of
infrastructure improvements located in Rostraver Township, on property owned by the Recipient for the construction of
a biogas distribution plant which will be developed in phases (the "Project"); and
WHEREAS, the County will be the applicant and Noble as the Recipient will be designated by the County as
the subgrantee and/or subrecipient of the Grant; and
WHEREAS, the County, the Redevelopment Authority of the County of Westmoreland (the “Authority”), and
Noble wish to enter into a Cooperation Agreement governing the obtaining, disbursement and usage of the proceeds of
the Grant (the "Grant Proceeds"); and
WHEREAS, the County desires to be an applicant to the RACP Program for the benefit of Noble; and
WHEREAS, as part of the Cooperation Agreement, the Authority will be acting as Agent for and Grant
Administrator for the County and assisting the County in the preparation of the Application for the Grant, also being
designated by the County to administer the Grant and to review any and all documents for the County; and
WHEREAS, the County of Westmoreland authorizes the preparation, execution and filing of the grant
application with the RACP Program for the aforementioned $1,000,000.00 grant to be used for the Project.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY DIRECTED
AND AUTHORIZED that Sean Kertes, Chairman, Douglas W. Chew, Vice Chairman and Gina Cerilli, Esq., Secretary,
in their respective capacity as the Board of Commissioners of Westmoreland County, are authorized
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(1)

to execute and join in the Cooperation Agreement between the County of Westmoreland, the
Redevelopment Authority of the County of Westmoreland, and Noble Environmental, Inc.. and further
to execute any other documents that may be necessary;

(2)

to prepare, execute and file the grant application with the RACP Program for the $1,000,000.00 grant
to be used for the Project; and

(3)

to consent to the designation of the Redevelopment Authority of the County of Westmoreland to act as
agent for the County and as Grant Administrator.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum
being present.
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(Q)

Resolution #R-67-2020, authorizing expenditures under the COVID-19 County Relief Block
Grant, pursuant to the Westmoreland CARES Non Profit Support Grant Program in the total
amount of $1,199,559.00 and approving agreements with the following Subrecipients:
RESOLUTION #R-67-2020

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”),
the U.S. Department of the Treasury transferred funds to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cover costs of the
Commonwealth including (1) necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); (2) not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of the date of
enactment of this section for the State or government; and (3) incurred from March 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, under Article 1-C entitled Emergency COVID-19 Response, Subarticle D, Section 130-C, entitled
County Block Grant of the Act of May 29, 2020 (the “Act”), the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the
Department of Community and Economic Development, as the Grantor was authorized to distribute funding to counties, such
as Westmoreland, for the following purposes:
(1) offsetting the cost of direct county response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19;
(2) small business grant programs to support businesses with fewer than 100 employees and to support
businesses and other entities that are primarily engaged in the tourism industry;
(3) grant programs to support the following entities for costs related to assisting businesses during the
COVID-19 disaster emergency;
(i) certified economic development organizations;
(ii) local development districts;
(iii) industrial resource centers;
(iv) small business development centers;
(v) economic development corporations;
(4) assistance to cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships located within the County for response
and planning efforts related to COVID-19;
(5) behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment services;
(6) nonprofit assistance programs for entities that are an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) or
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
(7) broadband internet deployment with priority given to unserved or underserved areas; and
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has made available to the COUNTY, as Grantee, $31,508,670.00 (the “Grant
Fund”), pursuant to the COVID-19 County Relief Block Grant, for eligible project costs incurred between March 1, 2020
and December 30, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, by Resolution #R-41-2020, the Board of Commissioners established the Westmoreland CARES
Non-Profit Support Grant Program (the “Grant Program”) in the amount of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) from
the Grant Fund to assist small businesses affected by COVID-19 public health crisis; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners now wish to authorize expenditures under the Grant Program and to
approve Subrecipient Agreements for Covid-19 County Relief Block Grant Funds with the Subrecipients set forth on
Exhibit “A.”
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED
that:
The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do hereby authorize expenditures under the
County Relief Block Grant, pursuant to the Westmoreland CARES Non-Profit Support Grant Program, totaling
$1,199,559.00, and approve Subrecipient Agreements for Covid-19 County Relief Block Grant Funds with the
Subrecipients set forth on Exhibit “A.”

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being
present.
AccessAbilities, Inc.

$25,000.00

Adelphoi

$25,000.00

All But Forgotten, Inc.

$20,745.00

American Legion Post 0515 Thomas B Anderson Inc.

$23,168.00

Baileys Bottoms & Random Acts of Kindness

$5,215.00

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Laurel Region

$25,000.00

Braddock Trail NSDAR

$5,793.00

Bushy Run Battlefield Heritage Society, Inc.

$3,848.00

Casino Theater Restoration Management

$17,600.00

Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity

$25,000.00

Chestnut Ridge Historical Society

$25,000.00

Delmont Lion's Club Foundation Inc.
Fort Ligonier Association

$25,000.00

Fort Ligonier Days

$25,000.00

Geyer Performing Art Center

$25,000.00

Glass City Swing Band, Inc. (DBA GCSB Arts, Ed, and W)
Greensburg Art Club

$6,373.00
$14,783.00

Greensburg Civic Center

$1,633.00

Greensburg Hempfield Area Library
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Greensburg YMCA

$25,000.00

Hempfield Area Band Parents Association, Inc.

$25,000.00

Humane Society of Westmoreland

$25,000.00

Jeannette Midget Athletic Association
K-9 Kandler LT Eric Eslary Memorial Scholarship Fund
Latrobe Arts Center

$620.00
$1,680.00

Latrobe GLSD Parks & Rec Commission
Laurelville Mennonite Church Center (DBA LRC) (public retreat
center)
Ligonier Camp & Conference Center

$24,720.00

Ligonier Valley Historical Society

$12,975.00

$25,000.00
$25,000.00

Ligonier Valley YMCA

$4,655.00

Lincoln Highway Heritage Corridor, Inc.

$2,598.00

Lost Dreams Awakening

$23,228.00

Loyalhanna Watershed Association, Inc.

$4,625.00

Monessen Community Development Corporation

$295.00

Monessen Public Library

$693.00

Mt. Pleasant Glass and Ethnic Festival Foundation, Inc.

$16,188.00

Murrysville Community Library

$25,000.00

Museum of Applied Computer Technology

$1,120.00

New Alexandria Public Library

$1,770.00

New Kensington Arts Center

$2,078.00

Norwin Historical Society, Inc.

$7,480.00

Nowrin Soccer Club

$23,805.00

Penn Area Library

$1,195.00

Pleasure Acres Equine Feline Rescue Center

$2,093.00

Regional Family YMCA of Laurel Highlands

$25,000.00

Regional Trail Corporation

$25,000.00

River Art Works

$7,778.00

Seton Hill University

$25,000.00

Sewickley Creek Watershed Association

$17,770.00

Sewickley Township Public Library
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$8,080.00

Smart Growth Partnership

$25,000.00

Southern Tier Alternative Therapy

$25,000.00

Stage Right

$12,298.00

The Aerobic Center

$25,000.00

The Lamp Theatre Corporation

$25,000.00

The Theatre Factory

$7,653.00

Trafford Community Public Library

$6,470.00
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Trooper Kenton Iwaniec Memorial Foundation
Try Life Center

$8,463.00

Turtle Creek Watershed Association

$1,000.00

United Way of SW PA

$25,000.00

Valley Points YMCA

$25,000.00

Wayward Whiskers Cat Rescue

$14,688.00

West Hempfield Athletic Association

$8,575.00

Westmoreland Agricultural Fair Association

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Arts & Heritage Festival, Inc.

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Children First

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Choral Society

$10,773.00

Westmoreland Community Action

$25,000.00

Westmoreland County Chamber Association

$14,738.00

Westmoreland County Historical Society

$9,733.00

Westmoreland Cultural Trust

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Fayette Historical Society

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Heritage Trail

$25,000.00

Westmoreland Land Trust
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$8,838.00

Westmoreland Symphony Orchestra

$25,000.00

YWCA Westmoreland County

$13,688.00
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, motion was made by Mr.
Chew, seconded by Mr. Kertes, with Ms. Cerilli voting “nay” – motion passes to approve the
following item for Westmoreland County:
(R)

Resolution #R-68-2020, authorizing an expenditure under the COVID-19 County Relief
Block Grant, including an agreement with Excela Health in the amount of $5,000,000.00
RESOLUTION #R-68-2020

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the “CARES Act”),
the U.S. Department of the Treasury transferred funds to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to cover costs of the
Commonwealth including (1) necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19); (2) not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of the date of
enactment of this section for the State or government; and (3) incurred from March 1, 2020 to December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, under Article 1-C entitled Emergency COVID-19 Response, Subarticle D, Section 130-C, entitled
County Block Grant of the Act of May 29, 2020 (the “Act”), the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the
Department of Community and Economic Development, as the Grantor was authorized to distribute funding to counties, such
as Westmoreland, for the following purposes:
(1) offsetting the cost of direct county response, planning and outreach efforts related to COVID-19;
(2) small business grant programs to support businesses with fewer than 100 employees and to support
businesses and other entities that are primarily engaged in the tourism industry;
(3) grant programs to support the following entities for costs related to assisting businesses during the
COVID-19 disaster emergency;
(i) certified economic development organizations;
(ii) local development districts;
(iii) industrial resource centers;
(iv) small business development centers;
(v) economic development corporations;
(4) assistance to cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, or townships located within the County for response
and planning efforts related to COVID-19;
(5) behavioral health and substance use disorder treatment services;
(6) nonprofit assistance programs for entities that are an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) or
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986;
(7) broadband internet deployment with priority given to unserved or underserved areas; and
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WHEREAS, the Commonwealth has made available to the County, as Grantee, $31,508,670.00 (the “Grant
Fund”), pursuant to the COVID-19 County Relief Block Grant, for eligible project costs incurred between March 1, 2020
and December 30, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners wish to authorize an expenditure under the Grant Fund to Excela
Health in the amount of Five-Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) and to approve a Subrecipient Agreement for Covid-19
County Relief Block Grant Funds with Excela Health.
NOW THEREFORE, at a public meeting duly advertised with a quorum present, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED
that:
The County of Westmoreland, through its Board of Commissioners, do hereby authorize an expenditure under
the Grant Fund to Excela Health in the amount of Five-Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) and approve a Subrecipient
Agreement for Covid-19 County Relief Block Grant Funds with Excela Health.

RESOLVED and enacted this 29th day of October, 2020, at a duly advertised public meeting with a quorum being
present.
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor and Abby Testa, Acting Interim
Administrator, motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to
approve the following items for Westmoreland Manor:
(A)

Change Order #3 to Agreement with SSM Industries, Inc., (Bid 19-30), dated August 15, 2019
for “Westmoreland Manor Hot Water Pumps,” to extend the date through July 31, 2020 due
to material delivery delays due to COVID-19; this extension will be at no additional to the
county.

(B)

Amendment to Ancillary Provider Participation Agreement with UPMC Health Plan, Inc.,
dated September 7, 2017 to provided covered services to members of the UPMCHP within a
Skilled Nursing Facility Value Based Program (SNF VBP) of Westmoreland Manor

(C)

Acceptance of Proposal with Accushield, LLC, for “Accushield Kiosk + Touchless
Thermometer,” to replace paper sign in logs and give the ability to sign in, record body
temperature and ask CDC-recommended COVID-19 screening questions, for staff, visitors
and third party caregivers who enter the facility; in the amount of $10,107.00 for Standard
Kiosk w/ Printer, Integrated Thermometer and Shipping Cost and at the rate of
$329.00/month for badge tape, for the term of the agreement; with a $195.00 renewal fee for
the kiosk; final approval subject to Solicitor review

(D)

Business Associate Agreement with Accushield, LLC; final approval subject to Solicitor
review

(E)

Acceptance of Proposal from LW Consulting, Inc., for “Infection Control Consultation
for Westmoreland Manor,” in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00, at the hourly rates
listed below, with travel time to be reimbursed at 50% of standard rates and normal out of
pocket expenses; final approval subject to Solicitor Review
Standard Remote Rate
Principal
$285.00
Director
$255.00
Senior Consultant
$225.00
Administrative/Technical Support $75.00

(F)

Standard Onsite Rate
$290.00
$260.00
$230.00
$80.00

Medical Staffing Agreement Addendum with Dedicated Nursing Associates, Inc., to
approved Hazard Bill Rate Schedule, effective November 1, 2020 through November 21,
2020 as follows:
Per-Diem Rates
Non-Certified Aides
Certified Nursing Assistant
Licensed Practical Nurse
Registered Nurse

Weekday
$39.00/Hr.
$46.50/Hr.
$70.50/Hr.
$85.50/Hr.

Weekend
$43.50/Hr.
$51.00/Hr.
$75.00/Hr.
$90.00/Hr.

Contract Assignment Rates
Certified Nursing Assistant
Licensed Practical Nurse
Registered Nurse

$61.50/Hr.
$85.50/Hr.
$100.50/Hr.

$66.00/Hr.
$90.00/Hr.
$105.00/Hr.
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Upon review and recommendation of Melissa A. Guiddy, County Solicitor, Alan Blahovec, Executive
Director and the Department of Financial Administration, motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms.
Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the following item for the
Westmoreland
County
Transit Authority:

*

(A)

Renewal of the Local Share Assessment Agreement with the Westmoreland County Transit
Authority, for Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, in the total amount of
$4,350,585.00 consisting of up to $91,737.00 in funds provided to the Authority prior to July
1, 2020 for future capital purchases, plus $310,000.00 in additional funds, to provide local
matching funds to enable the Authority to obtain Federal and State Grant Funding for Public
Mass Transportation Services

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to approve the
following items of Miscellaneous Business:
(1)

Amendments to the 2020 Budget for Westmoreland County, as prepared by the Department of
Financial Administration

(2)

Appoint Sara Stenger as Interim Administrator III/MHMR (Westmoreland County Behavioral Health
& Developmental Services)

Motion was made by Mr. Chew, seconded by Ms. Cerilli and it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the
meeting at 11:33am

Certified by,

Gina Cerilli, Esq.
Secretary

October 29, 2020

42

www.co.westmoreland.pa.us

